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Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, January 9th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Me ONLY. Free. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions Мк 
NO admission after 3 o'clock 


Ú be T 


A. Уост PETERS 


THURSDAY, January lith, at 5 p.m.— 


Admission 1s; Mem d A intes Free. 
Psychic Class 5 Ma. W. J. VANSTONE. 
Lecture on The Constellations and their Myths 
FRIDAY, January 12th, at 4 pm — 


Members and Associates Free. 
Mas. M. H. Walls. 


Admission Is. ; 
Talks with a Spir 


Control 


and Associates’ Subscriptions for 1917 


ARE NOW DUE. 


And should be forwarded at once, payable to 
Haney WITHALL, 


Members’ 


Hon. Treas 


December 31st, 1917, 
ASSOCIATES. Half-a-Guinea 


Subscription to 


MEMBERS, One Guinea. 


For further particulars see page 2 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 


STEINWAY HALL. LOWER SEYMOUR 
STREET, W. 


(Just off Oxford.ssreet, close to Portman Square). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MR. J. J. MORSE, Trance Address. 


clock at 


January lith.—Mr. Horace Leaf, Address and Clsirvoyant 
Descriptions 
Admission Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 


at6p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 


(Church of Higher Mysticism). 
The London Academy of Music, 
22. Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W 
Os SUNDAY, JANUARY 
Morning, 11.15 Service for 
Evening, 6.30 А Mus. Faracrot 
Answers to Written Questions. 
Healing Service after Evening Meeting. 


Irn. 
Our Fallen Heroes.” 
ов Surru 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
| 18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


ттн. 
MR. Р. Е. BEARD. 
МЕ. Е. W. BEARD. 


AT 7.30 v. u., 


JANUARY 


SUNDAY, 
At 11 a.m. ... = 


At 6.30 p.m.. * 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10r, 
I s MISS MeÇREADIE. 


i Pirase note Ку evening service during 1917 at 6,30 p.m 


| | WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
| Through Passage between d and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


' SUNDAY NEXT, JANUARY 
Evening, 6.30, Service .. - ь Da. W. J. Улхятохк. 
WEDNESDAY NEXT, JANUARY lors. 


Irn. 


Y 1.30, Open Circle Mus. Oniowski. 
HEALING, —Wednesdays, ‘Sure 5. Mr. Lunsdale ; Sundays, 
4.30 to 5.30, Mr. Boot. No charge. Freewill offerings. 
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| or property of the Society 
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| “LIGHT " AND THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE 

We beg to remind the Subscribers to * Light.” and the 
Members апа AssOC!iaLes UT tne LONGON Soiritualst 
Alliance, Ltd., who have not already renewed 
their Subscriptions for 1917, which are payable in 
advance, that they should forward remittances at 
once to Mr. F. W. South, 110. St. Martin's-lane. 
London. W.C. Their kind attention to this matter 
will save much trouble and expense in sending 
out accounts. booking. postage, dc. 
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Talks on Occult Subjects by Mrs. 
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Fairclough Smith 
FOR LADIES ONLY 

LECTURES FOR EITHER SEX 

STREET STREET, W 


YORK BAKER 


THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL 
FOUR LECTURES by HORACE LEAF on 
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An Extraordinary Book of War Prophecies for 1913-19 


POTENTIÆ 
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SIGNORUM War Prophecies 
1919 methods 


Beautifully printed ; red rubrics 
postage 3⁄4,, of 


price 23. $d 


JAMES RUTHERFORD Мауќау-тоаѓ West 
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I gt I 
м 
I 
p 
fr H 
A — м.» о м 2 4 
p “. Е ron . 
"( I 
1 i 
P E "T. » ^ ^ 
r Dy ` res 
p” r _ Key w H tr 


Across the Barrier t pn { I J i 
H 
Lett f g Dead M 
Í 
Speaking Across the Bord« 
H 
{ H 
After Deat { f 
Т. St ( 
Our Life After Deatt Í [e g 
Í 
Í ( | 
Ма nd the Spirit World Disclosed by 
I By Ke í í 
Through the Mist or Leaves f the А 
тар! p K R 
Lex ( tt 3620 T 4 ) 
Spiritualism a Philosophy of Life. hy W. H. 
Cloth. 76 1 1a. 2d. wx 4 
Glimpses о? the Next State Т! 
g i I Í 
Cloth, € 7 t 
The Voices 
By Vi EY uw M^ T 429 
pages, 5s. 5d. | 
Spirit Teachings ; Р 
(О V t to lo M.A.) í 
- pag — I 
The Little Pilgrim in the Unseer By M ( ‚ 
Cloth, 1 > post ee 
Man's Survival After Death, or the Other Side of 
Life in the Light H 2 
н h. By the Rev. ( ‚1 
Thought Lectures ) í 
OFFICE OF LIGHT „ ST. MARTI LANE, W.C, 


OF JESUS CHRIST IN SPIRITUALISM. 
By Richard A. Bush. 


THE PLACE 


7 Ji4 2 


Books by the author of V. C. Desertis's 
* Psychic Philosophy.' 


"Mysteries of Life 1915 
The Science of Peace 1916 
2 1 $0, Musa 


NOT SILENT DEAD! 


Ву H. (HAWEIS I yug M s Par 
Lion 
1 5 f + 
Free И L 
Third Edition. Cloth. 195 page Price 2/10 post fr« 
OFFICE OY LIGHT “T. MARTIN'S LANE W.( 
* = 
f 
I M ` I 
| Kirit | wher Londo ould А 
, H H _ f v 
minn n I! ( 
. $ ре j j 
fa , i I ’ Mrs 
| Wata, E " 


Sight: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 


Morz Lun Godhe WHATtORTER ЪОТИ MAER MARIVERT 18 LONI” „Рам, 


Tworrs 
ATGFLESCE 


] a BATURDAT a 


Price 


otes by the Way er f 
London Spirit A 


The Prosecutio » 


NOTES BY THE WAY. E À 


In hís letter í t we aling Í 
ject of mediums and newspap t í í 
who, as the author of a st 
sophy, speaks th thorit 
investigate meliumship wit t 
fraud find, o: (ай we O rat 
exactly what they жес} 
subtle means, whether by thought tranef 
play of malevolent min the Í е } y t 
an observation of the resulta: of edí 
Over many year», this tact bas f 7 
The results of a séance, whether good о í 
composite of the powers and j 
and those of the sitter o tt i 
titude of delicate factor 
the control of the perso 
the fact that while «ympat 
for a successful séance, ever 
investigators are sometimes s 
was lacking either ín the personal с 
cumstances So we have exam 
sterile of evidence in the 
with others the; 
inching as to produce у te 
of psychic power 


There is scar nyt 

sophy which is not 

nomena of ever yday f rt 

exceedingly sensitive that when they 

be suspected of some fault or defect of charact 

involuntarily lend colour to t picior Í 

and actions while under the ey f t { | p 

Minds are in ^ state of inter 

moulded—or at least to present the pear 

moulded into the shapes designed ther mir | ny 5 - кр 

а psychological power over them They are igr nt of t " 

Wees nt work; but so also are their persecuto ) at 1 à 1 4 : 

exercising a power concerning the natur hich the Í Í | i i 

entirely in the dark. “There is no darkne t ig A i pleri <. 

And the tyrant no lesa than his victim ія the pr í fore í : 

which he can only control by understanding them. This i * i ' ў | ' 

Ë matter which all investigators into psychic phenome и ble 4 : асаттафе 
о bear con 

are no frauds, but only to indicate the need of keen di 

erimination. Ая any old observer of human nature could 


antly in mind. This i» not to my ther 


s, of Penniw 


the sum of £1 


> i us, there are rogues who look and speak like honest ted f members of. 4 Pretoria Association of Spirit- 


men and women, and quite innocent persons who in the ialista 


* 


- y 


2 CGH EF. 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the SALON or tHE ROYAL Socrery or BRITISH 


ARTISTS, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the 
National Gallery), on 
THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY 18th, 1917, 
When AN ADDRESS will be given by 
MISS. LIND-AF-HAGEBY 
ENTITLED 
“THE HIDDEN PSYCHOLOGY OF DAILY LIFE." 


The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the meeting will 
commence punctually at 7.30. 


Admission by ticket only. Two course tickets are sent at 
the beginning of the season to each Member, and one to each 
Associate. Other friends desiring to attend any of the lec- 
tures can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
St. Martin's-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of 1s, for each ticket, 


The programme of the remaining Thursday evening 
addresses in the Salon in the New Year is as follows ;— 


Feb. 22,—" Science, Spiritualism and Religion,” by Sir A 
Conan Doyle (subject to his future engage- 
ments) 

March 22nd.— Is Spiritualism of the Devil?“ by the Rev. F 


Fiekling-Ould, M.A. (Vicar of Christ Church, 
Albany-street, N.W.). 

April 26,—" Art and the Other World” (with lantern illustra- 
tions), by the Rev. J. Tyssul Davis, В.А, 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, 
For THE STUDY or PsvcHiCAL PHENOMENA. 


W.C. 


CLAIRVOYANT DESCRIPTIONS.—Tuesday nert, January 9th 
Mr. A. Vout Peters, at 8 p.m. No one will be admitted after 
that hour, (See notice below.) 

Psycon1o Crass.— Thursday nert, January llth, at 5 p.m., 
lecture by Mr. W. J. Vanstone, Ph.D. (See list below.) 

IxrogMAL GaTrHERINGS.—Members and 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St. Martin's-lane, on 
Friday afternoon, January 12th, from 3 to 4, and to introduce 
friends interested in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, 
the exchange of experiences, and mutual helpfulness. 

TALKS WITH A Spirit CoNTROL.—On Friday nert, January 
12th, at 4 p.m., “ Morambo,” the guide of Mrs, М. Н. Wallis, 
will speak briefly on a special subject relating to the conditions 
of the Future Life (see List below), and will afterwards answer 
questions from the audience (written or otherwise) pertinent 
to the subject or arising out of the statements made 


Associates are 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. Admission to the Tuesday 
Séance is strictly confined to Members and their personal friends, 
for whom Members have the privilege of purchasing tickets at 
one shilling each, if application be made before the date of 
meeting. Each ticket must bear the name and address of the 
person using it, and be signed by the Member through whom it 
is obtained, ‘To all other meetings visitors can be admitted on 
payment of one shilling 


Lectures by Mr. W. J. Ph.D. 


Vanstone, 


January 11th.—The Constellations and their Myths 
„ 25th.— Pond Life Philosophy 
February Ist. — The Great Beers ; Swedenborg 
T Bth.— ” ” Jacob Bothme 
15th. 3 Ф Joan of Ar 
March lat А T William Blake. 
şi Sth ” ” John of Patrnos 
- 15th.—Egypt : The Dynasties 
vi 29th, 11 The Religions, 
April Sth » ‘The Philosophies 
* 12th. 7 The Literature, 
# 19th.— Š The Architecture 
May 3rd— „ The Psychology, 


E 
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Subjects ої 


12th Abuse 
35 19th.—The Facts and Fictions of Spirit Life 
26th.—The Process of Death. 
February 2nd. Meeting at which written 
from the audience on subjects concerning 
Spiritualism will be answered 


“Talks with a Spirit 


Spirit Intercourse : Its Use 


Control,” 


January and 


Open questions 


3 9th.—Ghosts and Hauntings. 
16th.—Spirit Messages, Reliable and Unreliable, 
; 23rd,—Mediumship in the Spirit World 


March 


2nd.—Open Meeting at which written questions 
from the audience on subjects concerning 
Spiritualism will be answered. 
ч 9th.—The Problem of Prophecy. 
* 16th. — Social Life on the Spirit Side 
5 23rd,—Spirit Workers on the Earth Plane, 


» 30th.—Open Meeting at which written questions 
from the audience on subjects concerning 
Spiritualism will be answered. 


April l3th.—Spiritual Development through the Ordeal 
of Pain and Suffering. 
” 20th.—Spiritual Development through the Ordeal 


of Wealth or Poverty, 

„ 27th.—Open Meeting at whieh written questions 
from the audience on subjects concerning 
Spiritualism will be answered. 


May Ith.—Concluding Meeting of the Session. 


bBROCKWA Y. 


UNDERTAKES TO PROVE 
MEDIUMRHIP, 


Mn. Wup, K.., THE REALITY OF 


Nearly the whole of Saturday last was octupied by the 
hearing of this case at the West London Police Court before 
Mr. Francis. Mr. Barker appeared for the prosecution, and 
Mr. Ernest Wild, K.C., and Mr. Walter Frampton for the 
defence. 

The witnesses for the prosecution were Mrs. Annie Betts 
Mrs. Nina White, and Mr. Harold Ashton of the “ Daily Mail.” 
The evidence given by these witnesses has already received 80 
much prominence in the general Press that, even if space 
Indeed 


the whole case reported verbatim would occupy the greater part 


allowed, it would be unnecessary to reproduce it here. 


of the present issue of Lian. 

Amongst the important points that emerged were predic- 
tions of the future, deposed to by the female witnesses—a 
" round sum of money” was to be given to one of them by a 


certain " Annie," and the other, who had posed as an un- 


married woman, was promised a husband. Such at least were 
the statements of these witnesses 

Mr. Harold Ashton practically repeated the story told by 
him in the " Daily Mail " of his interview with Mrs. Brockway, 
when he believed that he detected with the 
papers on which he had written the names of deceased friends, 


with questions 


her in trickery 


In his eross-examination of Mrs, Betts and Mrs, White, 
Mr. Wild elicited the fact that they were private detectives or 
police agents, and had given false names to the medium. Mrs. 
White admitted in regard to one of the persons to whom she 
„ that the was alive and that 
defendant had told her that he was not in the spirit world 

Mr. Harold Ashton, of the " Daily Mail," under 
examination by Mr. Wild, said that he thought the defendant 
was practising the same “Christmas conjuring trick” with 
which he was familiar 


addressed. question man the 


cross 


Mr. Wild: Your reason being that she had her hand in 
her lap 
Witness: Yes, 


Witness admitted that the electric light was fully npon 


He heard the rustle of paper, also of silk (presumably 
the defendant's dress). 


her 
The first of the papers he handed to 
the defendant was only out of his view for a couple of seconds 
The same observation applied to the other papers. He had 
folded the papers carefully into a fourth of their original size, 
He was sitting within the distance of a yard from the defen» 


* * 
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dant, The “ Fred Davies" to whom the first referred 


was a boy friend of the witness, who died about twenty years 


paper 


ago. He had asked four questions, but was not very clear about 

all the answers he received, although he remembered the reply 

given with regard to the question concerning Eastern Pioneers 
-a Stock Exchange speculation. 

Asked if he was familiar with psychical matters, witness 
replied that it was a very wide question. Не believed in occult 
influences. In connection with the question regarding the 
Eastern Pioneers, he had been told by the defendant that he 
would visit the East. 
probable. Не had been under orders to go abroad in the 
business of his profession, but those orders had been cancelled, 
His question to Richard Hoskin (his grandfather) concerning 
his (witness's) health had brought the answer that he would be 
in bad health for some time, but afterwards would get better. 
In his question, Will яле be all right 2" the 
to a blaek kitten, and not to any " dark woman." 
certainly been a dark woman in his life—it was his faithful 
wife, (Laughter. He had visited the defendant to get " copy " 
for his newspaper and with the object of showing up fortune- 
telling. 
the “ Daily Mail " as having “ smooth grey hair," Mr. Wild called 
his attention to the fact that her hair was really black and 
curly, and suggested that, as witness was mistaken about her 
hair, he might also have been deceived about her fingers. 
Having given a humorous imitation of the 
Americanisms in speech in the course of his original state- 
ment to the Court, the witness was asked whether it was not 
customary for Americans to speak with a peculiar intonation. 
As to the glasses the defendant was wearing, Mr. Wild asked 
witness how he knew they were of high power. His reply 
was, because of their thickness—he admitted it was only his 
supposition that thickness indicated a powerful quality. He 
knew nothing of the letter which Mr, McKenzie had addressed 
to the “ Daily Mail” offering to submit Mrs. Brockway to in- 
vestigation by а committee of ladies and gentlemen to be 
selected by the editor of the “ Daily Mail” until he read it in 
that newspaper. 

Mr. Wild: Don't you think that was a perfectly fair offer ? 

Witness : I should think so. 

Replying to Mr. Barker, witness stated that his account of 
the interview as given in the "Daily Mail” was word for 
word as it happened. 

In the course of his speech for the defence, Mr. Wild said 
In the Entwistle 
case it was held by the Divisional Court that to sustain a charge 
of fortune-telling an intention to “deceive and impose” 
must be proved. ‘There was nothing illegal in fortune- 
teling if there was no intent to deceive. He referred to 
the case of Monck—a bogus medium with his parapher- 
nalia of stuffed gloves with elastic attachments, rods divisi- 
ble into parts and other trick apparatus for counterfeiting 
séance phenomena—where it was held that the trickery—the 
intent to deceive—was the essence of the offence, and the samé 
would apply to palmistry. As long as there was no intention 
to cheat there could be no offence. He was much disconcerted 
by the learned magistrate's remark, Are they going to ask 
mé to believe that?” when his learned friend Mr. Barker at an 
earlier stage of the proceedings had expressed the view that tho 
defence was going to be on the lines that Mrs. Brockway was a 
psychic and had power to get into communication with spirits. 
Nevertheless he was not only making that suggestion, but hoped 
to prove it. Of course there were materialists, people who did 
not believe in any world but this. But many inventions and 
discoveries had been made of late years of which our ancestors 
would һауе been wholly incredulous. Мапу 
eminence had studied and become convinced of the facts 
of Spiritualism and Psychical Research. Mrs. Brockway 
had practised as a psychic in the United States for thirty 
years, and had held a lucrative position as pastor of 
an Occult Church. When Mr. McKenzie, while on his 
tour in America on behalf of the British College of 
Paychie Science, discovered her, she was still holding that 
position and drawing a handsome salary for her work. Mi. 


That was not impossible, but very im- 


“she” referred 


There had 


Referring to witness's description of the defendant in 


defendant's 


that the case came under the Vagrancy Act. 


people of 
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McKenzie was a hard-headed Scotsman, an engineer, who, 


having become interested in psychic research, had joined with 
a number of persons of position and integrity to establish this 
College, ago the 


presidency These people honestly 


founded a short time under 


William Crookes 
believed in the possibility of communicating with the dead, 
Mrs. 
McKenzie made no profit out 


which was 


of Sir 


srockway was paid a salary of £50 per month. Mr. 
of his undertaking. In fact, 
His sole object 
was to promote the study of psychic science, and he had 
Jecl Hall for several Sundays, 
beginning on November 5th last, and he had engaged Mrs, 
Brockway to give demonstrations there to the general public 
He conld show by the testimony of the highest 


instead of getting money, he was spending it 


secured the tein successive 


of witnesses 


position that she was not an impostor. They would ve 
that she had told them things which she could not possibly 
have known by any ordinary means 

Mr. Barker (interposing): Your client iarged with 


fortune-telling. 
Mr. Wild: І am going to prove that she had no intent to 
If I prove that I 
impostor she is a genuine psychic 
Replying to the magistrate, Mr 
on his right to call witnesse 


deceive hall show that instead of being an 


Wild resp insisted 


and to prove 


sctfully 


his client was 


nota "rogue and vagabond 

After some discussion between the magistrate, Mr. Wild 
and Mr. Barker, Mr. William Hendry was called аз 4 
witness, and spoke to having had two interviews with 
the defendant and receiving proof of the reality of her 
psychic powers. He testified that during these 
defendant had not juggled with the papers on which he 
had written names and questions, that the names had been 


and the questions apy 


correctly given by the defendant 


priately answered. Mr. J. M. Miller was also ca 

similar evidence, adding that on his second visit to the medium 
she had refused to take a fee on the ground that she did 
not feel that the sitting had been satisfactory, although he 
had himself been satisfied, as he received a 
genuineness, 

The case was adjourned until Saturday, tith inst., Mr 
Brockway being again admitted to bail, witi the usual under- 
taking not to practise her profes 

“CHARITY IS NOT EASILY PROVOKED.” 

By тне Rey, F. Frecpinc-O M.A 

There are many Spiritualist ke t 
“ Metapsychism and Religion“ in Ілонт of D ) 
lose ro opportunity of making envenomed atta ipon the 


Church of Christ. The hung nd a 

fed, Mr. Hill tells us; "e 9 \ TE 
fossil," "the system isa tottering tten, 
musty and moth eaten It not true lhere are mil 

of souls, « mpared with whom Š tua and 

ful, who are quietly growing in grace and lov the ga f 
the Church, and there are an immense nun faithful 
priests working night and day with gentlest unselfishness among 


the poor and degraded. Thousands and thousands of simpli 


people come early on Sunday mornings to 
ual life through the Sacrament of the Alta When 


ted nar 


up the spirit 


will 


enthusiastic Spiritualists lay aside the big wness they 
so condemn in others, the offensive arrogance of superior knows 
ledge, and learn that “he that is not against us is for us In 
A man does 


himself no honour by jeering at his mether, rating her for her 


the deep spiritual essentials he is not against us, 


slowness to take in new ideas and because her old eyes are not 
"* cocksure We 


ashamed of the relationship, but the Church is our mother in 


so sharp as those of her son may be 


spiritual things—it is a matter of history—and we owe her 
some reverence, though we may think we know better than 
she, and have long ago thrown off her control. Spiritualists on 
this side too often look upon the gaining of transcendental 
knowledge as the aim of the movement. I fancy the uplifted 
spirits on the other side might consider spiritual advance as 
the true end, and а gentle and patient treatment, a generous 
estimate of those whom we may consider blindly ignorant, 
would be the better attitude. 
irritating thing u good many people have been burned alive 
for it—but we are not to." despise these little ones," for their 


angels sometimes see the Father's face more clearly than we do. 


Obstinate ignorance is a very 
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THE YEAR BEFORE US: A GLANCE 
SHEAD. 


January 5,191: LIGHT. 
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Of course 1 kind, but it is for d 


that I am held up as a kind of 


believe nothing of the 


these amazing tale 


delights in “stale gibes 


crediting 


cynical monster who cheap 


mockery," "ironical contempt and patronage I am glad 
that Mrs. Gibson, whose warm! 
faith I do not for 


odious a thing a 


rtedness and absolute good 


ı moment doubt, does not charge me with so 


That and its companion little 


" patronage 


stab come from a more polished weapon than she wields. As 
regards the other terms I trouble not at all I will only ask 
Mr. Severn and Mrs. Gibson to accept my assurance that 


behind what has seemed to them gibe and mockery is a very 


real and passionate resentment against the unquestioning adop 


tion of ideas which appear Lo me to be inconsistent with any 
faith in a Divine governance of the univers Mrs. Gibson 
gots“ these things and accepts them without the least mis 
giving “Experience,” she tells me, “is the only teacher," 


overlooking the fact that all experiences are not of an eviden- 
tial or test charaeter, and that very mistaken interpretations 
may be placed upon them—as I am convinced is the case with 
those letter 


One statement in that letter (and one only) I omitted to 


she narrated in her 
refer to in my previous article, I will quote it in Mrs. Gibson's 
own words 

Talk of prayers, why I have found the so-called dead praying 
for themselves and possibly for others. For many hundreds of 
years they have knelt at the altar rails praying, in their clerical 
and monkish attire—aye, since the eleventh and twelfth cen- 
turies have they prayed, but no prayer has been heard. 
(as she explains) that the prayers were 


tho reason being 


insincere, I do not think she will accuse me of any breach of 
confidence if I add the following from a personal communica- 
tion with which she has since kindly favoured me: 

I have heard only the last few days of souls crying out for 
God's mercy! Why does not the good Father hear these poor 
ones ? I was told, because the ery is only from the lips 

I do not wish to comment on this further than to suggest 
that mechanical prayers do not usually take the form of cries 
for mercy, and to ask Mrs. Fox whether she really thinks 
intelligent readers of Lian could be expected to credit this 
story of objectless and meaningless cries to a deaf Deity 
persisted in with unwearied iteration for eight or nine 
centuries on end! 

And now may I suggest опе or two possible explanations of 
these and similar ex periences— with the proviso that I am not tied 
down to the acceptance of interpretations which 
rejects by the mere fact that the explanations I offer may not 
entirely cover the ground 

We are told (and the statement 


when the senses of the physical body are finally closed to our 


seems reasonable) that 
present surroundings and the senses of the spiritual body open 
to those of the life beyond 
there is nothing in the experience of 


We find 


ourselvos amid solid material objects resembling those with 


to all its varied sights and sounds 
and tactile impressions 
the nature of a bewildering transformation scene, 
which we have long been acquainted. Certain disabilities 
attaching to our past condition have been left behind, but with 
this exception the new world is so like the old that it is not 
easy for us at first to 
If this be во, it would Boom probable that the likeness between 
the two states would extend to those alternations of experience 
which wo know as the waking and the sleeping states, In our 


sleep condition here the mind sometimes loses not only the 


realise the fact ef our transition. 


consciousness of its prosent surroundings, but all sense of the 
It reverte to the long past; we are a boy or 
May there not be something akin 


passage of time 
girl again in the old home 
to this on the other side f 
and circumstances which, perhaps centuries before, made а 
All else is forgotten. Perhaps 
his mind in sleep comes in touch with that of a medium on the 
earth plane who is at that very moment staying at the village 
in which the dreamer lived iu the time of the plague, Instantly 
all the old associations are awakened. He again lives for some 
brief moments through that season of horror. Но is helping 
he is smitten himself with the 


“ Hore ів 


The sleeper lives again in scenes 


deep impression on his mind, 


once more to bury the dead; 


disease, And the medium announces to his friends 


my reasou + 


1 poo ul who has been hangir round this place for two 


hundred and fifty years" (the “poor soul“ doesn't say so!) 


"and cannot get away 
Mv sex 
Gibson 


prayed for nine centuries 


Where have Mrs 


ond explanation is psyehometry 


ind her friends seen those unhappy who have 


апа not been heard Apparently in 
old London churches, for she advises me to take a good clair 


that if 1 


psychometrist and stood by one of the venerable old pillars in 


voyant and visit one. I have nota doubt were a 
Priory I should witness many strange scenes 


the altar 
But they wouldn't 


St. Bartholomew's 
Like her I should see 


I might even see old Prior Rahere himself 


monks kneeling in prayer at 


really be there ! 
D. R 


SIDELIGHTS, 


In the course of his speech at the hearing of the Brock. 
way ease on Saturday last Mr. Ernest Wild, the counsel for 
the defence, invited the magistrate personally to test the 
powers of Mrs, Brockway, an offer which was not accepted. 


We give the following planchette story on the faith of an 
old contributor, a retired business man. He tells us that a 
lady of his aequaintance experimenting with the writing board 

mathematical signs which were quite 
She consulted a mathematical friend, who 
quite 


received a string of 
meaningless to her. 
discovered that the signs represented the 
correctly set down of the form of the planchette itself. 

The “Star” of the 30th ult. devoted three-fourths of а 
column to a notice of an article on the late Dr.“ Papus ” (Dr 
Gerard Encausse) in the current " Occult Review," The article, 
which is by Mr. Arthur E, Waite, who is described by the 
" Star” as the leading British student of Occultism, deals with 
the life and work of Dr. Encausse, to which reference was made 
in Lian of November 4th. The Star,“ by the way, refers to 
Dr. Encausse as having "just died in Paris," but the distin- 
guished occultist really passed away in October last, 


equation 


A New York correspondent tells us that Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle's recent manifesto in Тлант has been extensively noticed 
in the American newspapers. Amongst the more important of 
these is the “New York Times,“ which, although ordinarily 
hostile to psychical phenomena, has taken a considerable in- 
terest in the matter. The New York “ Evening Post," one of 
the leading literary journals of the United States, as our cor- 
respondent points out, is also concerning itself seriously with 
Patience Worth," the remarkable book given through a Ouija 
board, as described in Lian of May 13th, 1916 (p. 159). Pro- 
fessor Hyslop, however, is not, by the way, fully satisfied with 
the evidences, for this phenomenon, 


The " Yorkshire Evening Post" recently quoted from the 
" Church Times " 
and stating that the spirit of a Serbian soldier did not speak 
Serbian probably because a Serbian was among the sitters. 
The " Post" has since printed a reply from the Rev. Charles 
L. Tweedale which quite takes the wind out of the sails of our 
siastical contemporary. He quotes effectively the testi- 
mony of Count Miyatovich that at a séance with Mrs. Wriedt 
his own mother eame and spoke to him in Serbian ; and finally 
that a Croatian gentleman who had come with the Count was 
addressed by а spirit friend in the Croatian language. Mr. 
Tweedale adds that he has himself heard several languages 
spoken by returning spirits at Mrs, Wriedt’s séances, 


a paragraph holding up séances to ridicule, 


eccles 


Interesting and generally successful moet- 
ings for clairvoyance were held at the rooms of the Alliance on 
the 5th, 12th, and 19th of last month, the mediums being Mrs. 
Wesley Adams, Mr. W. Ronald Brailey, and Mr. J. J. Vango. 


Tue The imagination in its 
medical sense is a complex mental power of great interest and 
It is able to convert bread-pills into emetics ot 
cathartics of great potency. Thus, in an experiment by Dr. 
Durand in a hospital one hundred patients were given inert 
draughts such as sugared water. A short time afterwards he 
entered the wards, full of alarm, pretending that a mistake had 
been made, and that a powerful emetic instead of syrup of 
gum had been administered, and preparations were made 
accordingly. Of the hundred patients, eighty were acted upon 
as if an emetic had really been given, 
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W C. 
Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, January 16th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions ... 
NO admission after 3 o'clock. 


Free. 
Mas, Zxilau LEE. 


THURSDAY, January 18th — 


NO MEETING OF PSYCHIC CLASS. 


THURSDAY, January 18th, at 7.30 p.m.— 
Admission 1s. ; Members and Associates Free by Ticket. 
Address at Suffolk Street 25 Miss LIND AF-HAGEBY. 
The Hidden Psychology of Daily Life.” 


FRIDAY, January 19th, at 4 p.m — 
Admission Is. Members and Associates. Free. 
Talks with a Spirit Control ac Mas. M. H. Wallis. 


Members’ and Associates’ Subscriptions for 1917 
ARE NOW DUE, 
And should be forwarded at once, payable to 
Henry WITHALL, Hon. 


Treasurer. 


Subscription to December 31st, 1917, 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES. Half-a-Guinea. 


For further particulars see page 10. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock ab 


STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR 
STREET, W. 


(Just off Oxford.soreet, close to Portman Square). 


SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MR. E: HAVILAND, Address, “Life.” 


January 215t.—Mrs. Mary Davies, Address and Clairvoyance. 


Admission Free. Collection, Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 


The London Academy of Music, 
22 Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
On SUNDAY, JANUARY lira. 
Mrs. FAIROLOUGH SMITH. 
* Colours.” 
Evening, 6.30 ` Mrs. FargorouGg Surh. 
Trance Address, “The Value of Mediumship to a World in Tears.” 
Healing Service after Evening Meeting. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


ru 
Inspirational Address, 


SUNDAY, JANUARY lim, 

At 11 a.m. * 22, S „MR. PERCY STREET. 
At 6.30 pm. .. С MR.;PERCY STREET. 
WEDNESDAY, "JANUARY 17TH, AT 7.30 b. M., 

MISS VIOLET BURTON. 


Please note. —Sunday evening service during 1917 at 6.30 p.m. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


SUNDAY NEXT, JANUARY lita. 
Evening, 6.80, Service... .. Mrs. DE BRAUREPAIRE. 


WEDNESDAY NEST, JANUARY 17тн. 
' Evening, 7.30, Open Circle... ^. MBs. ORLOWSKI. 


HEALING.—Wednesdays, 3 to E Mr. Lonsdale; Sundays, 
4.30 to 5.30, Mr. Boot. No charge. Freowill offerings, 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 


110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, AND NOT HAVING A CAPITAL DIVIDED 
INTO SHARES. 


Established. 1884, Incorporated 1896. 


By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohibited 
from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the income 
or property of.the Society. 


Presidents $n. Spirit. Life, 
W. STAINTON Moses AND E. Dawson Косева. 


MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 


WicE-ADMIBAL W. UsBORNE MOORE, N 
HENRY WITHALL, } Vice-Presidents. 


Мрз. W. P. BROWNE. W. R. Moores. 

Mas, Fuonzscg M. FINLAY. D. Roszss. 

Davip Gow. E. R. SEROCOLD SKEELS. 
H. ЕвхЕзт HUNT. W. КЕхзЕТТ STYLES. 
Mes. CATBRERINE E. Lucena, F. W. Тновзтах, M.A. 
ANGUS МсАвтнск. 


This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of sffording informa- 
tion to persons interested in Psychical or Spiritualiscic Phenomena, by 
means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research. 

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Two з 
of admission to the lectures held їп the Salon of the Royal Society of 
British Artists, Suffolk.street, Pall Mall, are sent to every Me 
and one to every A т 
day sfternoon seances for 
bers and Associates are 
ings for “Talks with a Sp 
Psychic Class on Thursday, all ‹ f which are 
atthe above address. 

Rooms are occupied at the above address, ere Me 
Associates can meet and attend seance ›г the = ЕЕЕ of ү 
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free andother 

of which is given from time to time in LIGHT, and where 
read the special journals and use the library of works on Psychic 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily to Members 
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted). 

A Circulating Library, consisting of nearly thre 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Res 
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associates of the 
Alliance. Members are entitled to three books at a time, Associates 
one. Members who reside outside the London postal area can have 
books sent to them free of charge, but must return them carriage paid. 
A complete cat: alogue can be obtained, post free, for 1s., on appli- 
cation to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, Librarian. 

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of one 
guinea, and of Associates at half-a-guinea, per annum. А payment 
of £1 11s. 6d. by Members ог £1 18. 4d. by Associates, will entitle sub- 
scribers to a сору of Їлонт for a year, post free. Inquirers 
wishing to obtain books from the Library without joining the Alliance 
may do so at the same rates of subscription. 

Information will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Rooms, 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 

*,* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, 
Henry Withall, and are due in advance on January Ist in each year. 


м and 


and Asso- 


thousand works 
h, Science, and 


Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in ** Light.” 


D. Rocers, Hon. Secretary. 
Henry WITHALL, Hon. Treasurer. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


“LIGHT” AND THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 
We beg to remind the Subscribers to *' Light," and the 
Members ana Associates of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, Ltd., who have not already renewed 
their Subscriptions for 1917, which are payable in 
advance, that they should forward remittances at 
Once to Mr. F. W. South, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, 
ondon.W.C. Their kind attention to this matter 
will save much trouble and expense in sending 
out accounts, booking. postage, &c. 
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OND, O! AND DEATH. | 
les idence for Survival 


ion after Death. 


LODGE, F.R.S. 

Illustrations 
This very remars s the record by 
father of a brave soiu m. Raymond Lodge was killed 
in Flanders in 1915 ; buc Sir Oliver Lodge claims to have 
had communication with him since, and in the hope that 
other bereaved relatives and friends may have their grief 
similarly softened and their loss alleviated, he has consented 
to the publication of this very intimate record of séances. 
Tt tells the story of Raymond Lodge's young life and of 
his death, It then gives full details of the communica- 
tions which his friends received from him in the spirit 
world, and this їз done in order that such a narrative may 
give hope and comfort to mourners. The third part deals 
with Life and Death, of the body and the mind, of 

Christian psychology and of the idea of God. 


a distinguished 


Sir Oliver Lodge's book cience of psychical research defin 
itely upon a new footing 
A very interesting 

—" Sprorator.’ 
Cloth, 403 pages, 11/- net post free. 
OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, 


Interesting & Instructive Talks by Mrs. Fairclough Smith 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, ат 

Bubjects-" THE HUMAN AURA, COLOURS, Kc 

Admission ®з., Tea. 
FOR LADIES ONLY. 
Axp CLASSES EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING, AT 8 O'CLOCK 
prompt for Spiritual and Mental Development, Concentration and 

Mind Building For either se Fee 18 
30, YORK STREET, BAKER STREET, W. 


OFFICE Ұ.С. 
O'CLOCK. 


which include 


each. 


THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL 
LECTURES by HORACE LEAF 
"VARIOUS ASPECTS OF MEDIUMSHIP" 
At New Oxford Galleries, 77, New Oxford St., London, W 
WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 17, 24, 31, 1917. 
Commencing 7.45 p.m. Questions and d ssion invited 
Psychic Developing Class, 6.30 p.m. 
PROSPECTIVE LECTURERS, 
MR. H, ERNEST BUNT and MR. PERCY STREET. 
Course tickets (12 lectures and classes), 5s. (4 lecture 
and clas es), 2&.. to be obtained from Hon 11, West- 
bourne:gardena, Bayswater, London, W 


A RIFT IN THE VEIL. 
A BEAUTIFUL SONG. 
Written and Composed by Mr. CECIL HUSK. 


Mrs. Etta Duffus desires to thank those friends who have 
already purchased copies of this song by the veteran medinm, 


on 


term ticket 
Secretary. 


Mr. Cecil Husk. She has still a number left, and if any 
society thinks that it can dispose of a few and will write to 


her, stating how many it will take, she will be happy to meet 
its requirements, The price is 2s. pe 
whole proceeds will go to Mrs. Duffas' Fund for the support of 
Mr. Husk, who has been confined to bed for nearly three 


2s. to Mr 


y, post free, and the 


year 


All orders should be sent with Money Order for Duffus 


Penniweils, Elstree, Негіз 
W(urative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan 


ne 1 


uggestion acts, with evide 


J Explains how hypnoti ving 
ita value in treating moral, mental and physical disorder { һу 
post from tho author, 93, Regent-street, W. or High.street 
Croydon. 


* Problems ol 
B.W. Fridays, 2.20, 
rt Why 
Har 


rPheosophical Society Lectures, 
the Unseen World,” 155, Brompton-road, 
January 12th, Stephon Graham; 19th, Mrs, He 


days at 8 p.m. January 16th and ird, Mr. Loftu 


Npiritualism, the Basic 
КЭ” Bcionce, and Philosophy, by F. R 
fluences, by Hanson G. Hey. 22 pages 
110, 8t, Martin’s-lane, W.C 


Religion, 
and Unseen In 
Ілонт Olfice, 


Fact of 
Scatcherd ; 
, 24d. post free 


араа when іп London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Endaloigh-gardens, London, N. W 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes Bt. Pancras and King's Cross); 


perfect sanitation, Terms: 4s. Bed and Break 


central for all parts ; 
Full tariff apply to Mrs 


fast; no charge for attendance, 
Watte, Proprietress, 
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PSYCHIC PHILOSOPHY 


AS THE FOUNDATION OF 
A RELIGION OF NATURAL LAW. 
` By V. C. DESERTIS. 
With Introductory Note by Alfred Russel Wallace, O.M., 
DSD ERIS, 
CowTENTs.— The Basis of Experimental Fact, Physical 


Phenomena, or Outward [ас The Evidence of the Senses, 
The Inner or Subjective Facts; Mediumship, the Morality 
of Spiritualism, Theory and Inferences, Matter and Ether, 
The Orders of Existence, The Gate of Death, Body—the 
Means of Action, Sotl—The Forming Power, Spirit, The 
Directing Will, The Human Family, The True Romance, &с, 


New Editio Cloth gil { pages 3s. IId. post fre 
*А most helpful and thoughtful book. Everyone should read it.'— 
Lieut. 
"The finest and best book on Paychic Philosophy ever written. I 
heartily recommend it.'— E. Dawson ROGERS 


The tone of the book is throughout sympathetic and elevated It 
is full of suggestive ideas and high moral teachings, and it is well 
calculated to raise the ethical ard of public life, and thus assist 
f a higl ation. I have much pleasure in 


in the development 


repeating my high appreciation of his work. — ALFRED Кози! 
Wattace, О.М, F. R. S. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN S LANE, W.C 


WHERE ARE OUR HEROIC DEAD? 


THE CHURCHES' OPPORTUNITY. 


By Sir Wm. Earnshaw Cooper, G. I. E. 
40 pages, 2;d. post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C 


MAN'S SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH 
Or, THE OTHER SIDE OF LIFE. 


In the Light of Scripture, Human Experience and Modern Research. 


By REV. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE, Е.К.А.5., &с. 


(Vicar of Weston, Otley) 


With an Introduction by the Rev. Arthur Chambers. 


All should read this remarkable book, It is one of the most attractive 
and able presentations of the ease that has ever appeared 


It is so packed with splendid evidences, that we could not wish fora 
better book LiGnT 
Cloth, 277 pages. 


OrricE or Ілант, 110, Sr 


Price, 6/- nett, post free. 


Martin’s ШАХЕ, W.C 


THE PLACE OF JESUS CHRIST IN SPIRITUALISM. 
By Richard A. Bush. 


Tos 


carriage 


sb free 21d cieties and othors, 2s. per dozen 


Price 2d , po 
paid 


Obtainable from the author, Holt, Morden, Surrey 
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Published by Geo. Allen and Unwin, Ltd.,40, Museum-street, London, W.C 


NOT SILENT IF DEAD! 
By H. (HAWEIS). Through the Mediumship of 
From b end it 


лант 
The procee 


Parma 


rinning to a wholesomely and ardently good. — 


of this book аге Royal 


Hospital.“ London. 
Price 2/10 post free. 
W. O. 


is of the sales given to the 


Free 
Cloth, 195 pages. 
110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. 


Third Edition. 
OFFIOE OF LIGHT, 


Wanted Cheerful, capable, well- informed 
Nurse Companion of varied interesta for girl of 11. Must bi 
trong, good needlewoman, and have a sense of humour,—Apply 


Baker, c/o Liaur Office, 110, St. Martin'e-Jane, W. C. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 

It may be as well at this juncture to remind some of 
the opponents of our subject that it is time they made up 
their minds as to what line of argument they intend to 
pursue and to stick to it, if only in the interests of their 
own sanity. At present we are left to contemplate with what 
gravity we can the spectacle of persons who at one moment 
oppose psychic investigation on the ground that it is 


dangerous and diabolical, and at the next go whooping off 


on the trail of a newspaper reporter, chuckling joyfully over 
the discovery that it is a ridiculous imposture. Now this 
infirmity of judgment is eloquent of a state of mind not at 
all creditable to an honest and intelligent person. It 
indicates, for one thing, unscrupulousness and, for another, 
unreasoning fear, and, for yet another, that servility of 
mind which, dreading to make first-hand acquaintance with 
the unknown thing, boldly weighing and testing it in an 
impartial spirit, accepts with asinine submissiveness what 
ever judgments are passed upon it by others. We would 
not give a fig for the opinion of а person on any matter or 
thing whieh he had not carefully examined for himself, 
and even then we should not feel bound by his judgment 
but should proceed to test it for ourselves, 


* * ` * 


A great deal of the difficulty in regard to the question 
of mediumship arises from the fact that it is never com- 
pletely under the control of its possessor. It cannot be 
turned off or on at any moment like gas or electricity. 
Like all the higher powers of life, it is governed by laws 
only dimly understood. ‘The greatest poet cannot unde 
take to produce an immortal poem to order, no matter how 
high a fee he is offered or how much he may be in need of 
the money. Even the man who pursues a lower form of 
art is a good deal at the mercy of his mood at any par 
ticular moment. He may be “їп good form,” or he may 
be “out of touch,” as the Americans say, and unable to do 
himself justice, If the artist is forced by harsh necessity 
to produce his work under the worst possible conditions 
for the use of those who desire to do him and it as much 
injury as possible, the results may easily be grotesque or 
even hideous. That would prove (of course) that ‘the 
artist was a fraud and his art mere foolishness! Quod erat 
demonstrandum, as our old friend Euclid would say. There 
nre still living amongst us some scientific gentlemen who 
derided the telephone and the phonograph in their first 
crude forms as “ rather trifling American toys." "That was 
before the days of some of our enterprising young news- 
Papers, who would have made excellent “comic copy“ ont 
of the inventions—in their early stages at least, 


methods of communication, ‘There is no need to revolve 
aimlessly about the original discovery, as though so 


fascinated by it as to be unable to make further progress 


But to proclaim it as capal 
to any kind 


communication are now in ful 


of demonstration at any time 


that the lines of 


g order, is woefully 
ified 


and scientific presentation of the subject is concerned, we 


to misrepresent the facts of the case. 


are only at the beginning of the matte: The first 


attempts at telegraphy, steam and election traction and 


aviation were the subjects of much derision in the news; 
papers of those times, especially when the experiments were 
conducted by persons with more enthusiasm than science, 
We hear no laughter to-day. But Spiritualism is more 
than the mere attempt to establish communication between 
two worlds. It has vastly higher meanings, as many 
articles in the pages of LrGnr testi 


On the vital question of food economy and its relation to 
health and well-being, Mr. E. Wake Cook kindly sends us 
another useful Note 


It is significant that the first word rg's first 
heavenly visitant were, Don't eat so muc ould not 
have been a very heavy eater, or no spiritu could have 
approached his food-befuddled brain i sor, 
A. J. Davis, in his medical works, urged the necessity of eating 
little and chewing more. But it was left to Horace Fletcher 
to produce such startling effects from that process carried out 
to the full, that the scientific men were surprised int aking 
more searching investigations than ever The result 
was to show that the accepted standards were more than twice 
too high, especially the protein standard, protein being the 
body-building and repairing material, for wl costly albu- 
minous foods, such as meat, were considered 
necessary. Dr. Hindhede long « nts have proved 


that more than enough can be got from the cheapest foods, and 
that an excess of protein from meat is a prolific cause of the 


most painful disorders Thoroughness of mastication and 
insalivation is vital Aecording to Pawlow, the enjoy- 
ment of food and the pleasurable anticipation of it are 


required to excite the flow of digestive juices neces 


sary for perfect. digestion, without which we get food- 
poisoning, and—pessimism! А good active appetite is the 
only justification for eating; and we should not eat when the 
mind is over-clouded by ~ fear-thought,” anger, worry, or great 
depression. Perfect mastication, besides a host of other 
benefits, nearly doubles the value of food by securing perfect 
digestion and assimilation, and that is the great object of the 
whole eomplex process. But tlie system cannot perform this 
marvellous transubstantiation when the stomach is overloaded ; 
80 over-enting is a double form of waste, as much of the energy 
coming from the part which is digested is expended in getting 
rid of tho superfluous food by means which tend to poison the 

blood, and bring manifold ills. So wearrive at the paradoxical 

position that by halving our food we get double value from it, 

with more enjoyment, and a lessened liability to disease. If 

this truth were acted on, it would save a menacing situation in 

which food-ticket4 are looming ominously near, 
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А meeting of the Members and Asso: 


ates of 
will be held in the 


the Alliance 


HALON оғ тив ROYAL Boctery oy Berrian 
Antista, Baffolk-stroct, Pall East, BW. (near the 
National Gallery), on 
THURSDAY EVENING NEXT, JANUARY 14th, 1917, 


When AN ADDRESS will be given by 


MISS LIND-AF-HAGEB 


“THE HIDDEN PSYCHOLOGY OF DAILY LIVE" 


Y 


The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the mee ting will 
commence punetually at 7 


Admission by ticket only, Two course tickets aro sent at 
the beginning of the season to each Member, and one to each 
Associate, Other friends desiring to attend any of the loc- 
turos can obtain tickets by applying to Mr, F. W. Bonth, 110, 
Bt, Martin’s-lane, W., secompanying the application by = 
remittance of le, for each ticket, 


The programme of the remaining Thursday evening 

addresses in the Balon in the New Yoar is ae follows 
Feb, 22,—" Atlantis, the Mother of Nations,” by Mr, J. H. 
Van Btone (Bir А, Conan Doyle finding it 


impossible to speak on this date), 

“Ts Spiritualism of the Devil? by the Rev. F. 
Vielding-Ould, M.A, (Vicar of Christ Church, 
Albany -stroet, NW.) 

„Art and the Other World” 

tions), by the Rev, J. Tyssul Davis, В.А 


March 22nd, 


(with lantern illustra 


April 26, 


MEETINGS АТ 110, NT. MARTIN'S LANE, 


You тни ehr ov PsycHiCAL PHENOMENA. 


W. C. 
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Mrs, 70а Lee, at 3 p.m 
that hour, (Boe notice below.) 

Pavoni Cras, 
14th, 

Invoumat Garnenines--Members and 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, Bt 
Friday afternoon, January 19th, from % to 4, and to introduce 
(ronds interested in Bpiritualism, for informal conversation, 
the exchange of experiences, and mutual helpfulness 


Tuesday nart, January 16th, 


No one will be admitted after 


No meeting on Thursday nerf, January 
Associates 


are 


Martin's-lane, on 


Yarns wren À Brix Contro On Friday nart, January 
19th, at 4 m, Morumbo," the guide of Mrs, М, Н, Wallis, 
will speak briefly on & special subject relating to the conditions 
of thd Future Life (see List below), and will afterwards answer 
(questions from the audience (written or otherwise) pertinent 


to the subject or arising out of the statements madi 


IMPORTANT NOTICE to the Tuesday 
Wénnos ів etriotly emfined to Members and thoir perwmal friends, 
for whom Members have the privilege of purchasing t kote at 
one shilling each, if application be made before Ми of 
meeting. Vach ticket must bear the name and addross of the 
person using it, and be signed by the Member through whom it 
% all other meetings visitors ean be almitted on 


Admission 


data 


is obtained, 
payment of one shilling 


Lectures by М», W. J. Vanstone, PhD. 
January 2th Fond Life Philosophy. 
Vebruary let -The Growt Moore: Hwi denborg 
Mth „ РА Jacob Бопе 
„ I 
g I oth " 4 Joan of Are 
Mareh lst " + William lake 
РА th, " н John of Patmos, 
J и, цури: The Dynasties, 
" 20, „ The Religions 
April ^h „ ‘The Philosophios, 
" 120, ” ‘The Literature, 
" 190, "p The Arahitacture, 
M ay Bra, „ "Phe Peyochology, 


E, [Januar 19 


Subjects of "Talks with a Spirit Control, 


January 19th nd Fictions of Spirit Life 
» 6t cons of Death 
February 2nd Meeting at which written questions 
the aud subjects concerning 
aliem will be answered 
ө and Hauntings 
160 fessagos, Reliable and Unreliable 
ird Mediumship in the Spirit World 
Ма h 2nd.—Open Meeting at which written questions 
from the audienee on subjecta concerning 
Spiritualiom will be answered j 
" „th. The Problem of Prophecy 
" lth Social Life on the Spirit Bide 
ird Spirit Workers on the Earth Plane 
Wth - Open Meeting at which written questions 
from the audience on subjecte concern ng 
Bpiritualism will be answered 
April 12th.—Bpiritua] Development through the Ordeal 
of Pain and Buffering, 
2 20th.—fpiritual Development through the Ordeal 
of Wealth or Poverty. 
" 27th.—Open Meeting at which written «questions 
from the audience on subje concerning 
Spiritualism will be answered 
May ith.—Concluding Meeting of the Bession, 


ELECTRICAL CONDITIONS AND PSYCHIC 
PHENOMENA: A SUGGESTION. 


Ev тик Rev, CHARLES L, ''wEkbALE (Vican ov W 


It is a well-known fact that the physical phenomena of 
spirit manifestation are much more powerful and much more 


easily produced in countries where a dry electrical condition of 


the atmosphere prevails, This almost certainly the cause of 
the superiority of American voice and materialisation pheno- 
mena compared with those obtained in this country The 


phenomena appear to be more easily induced and to have a l 
exhausting effect upon those through whom they are produced, 
the eleetrícal conditions apparently facilitating their produc- 
th. 


effect on the physical organi 


tion and at same time having а bracing or reeuperative 


in of the medium, In my opinion 
this electrical condition, dus to an intensely dry atmosphere,was 
a factor 


powerful in the production of the marvellous 


Biblo as tha 


wanderings in the 


phe no 


mena recorded in the children of 


Israel in thoir 


inform us that the electrical conditions in many parts of the 


Accompanying 


inaitic desert Travellers 


United States are of such a nature that an electric spark can 


be drawn from the face or finger after sliding over the carpet 


of an ordinary room, and that sparks are often drawn from 


metal articles in the room which happen to be insulated, 


these conditions prevailing during a good part of the year 
ої the 
eller 


friction 


[ also recently resd an account électrical pheno 


mena experienced by a party of tray in the Binaitic desert 


They deseribe how at night the induced by merely 


turning round on their palliasses was sufficient to make the 
blanket glow with phosphorescent light uch phenomena 
mark these regions as ideal ones for paychical happenings, and 
undoubtedly explain the superior forco and ease of production 


which, as а rule, attend paychical phenomena in these and other 


similarly dry countrios For some time past I have been con 


sidering how those conditions might be artificially obtained, and 


armed and dry aéance- 


1 suggost the fitting up of a suitably 
room either with a powerful high frequency electrical installa 
tion, or with a powerful statio olod trical maching, either indue 
tional or frictional, having plates about three foot in diameter, 

Tho working of either of those installations would power- 
fully charge the room and atmosphere with electrical influoncos, 
under suitable conditions of insulation, and, like musical vibra- 
tions from the reed. organ or violoncello, or the harmony of 
human voices, would, T believe, be found to be a powerful 
help in enabling phenomena to be produced, and at the same 


time would prevent by its braving effect the exhaustion of 
both medium and sitters, 

Perhaps the Council of the nowly-founded College of 
ауса Bolonoe might soo their way to establish: such an 
tr installation in the sénnegsroom at thoir hondquartors, 

January Zod, 1917, 
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THE MEANING OF SPIRITUALISM. 


By V, C, DEH 


From time to time discussions arise whether *piritualiera 


is, or is not, a religion, Wonld it not greatly extend its influ 
ence if we could keep to the proper meaning of a word which 
should imply no more than the antithesis to materialism 7 

Materialism is the attitude of mind (based on the animal 
senses) which states, or the tenor of life which implies, that all 
natural forces and all forms of life, all art, all civilisation, and 
all law originate from inherent properties of mattor that 
matter alone íz, and that all else is imaginary. All civilisation, 
all genius was latent in the primeval fire-mist of the nebular 
solar system, and has been developed out of it by the interplay 
of chemical and physical forces ; all law and all religion are but 
the restraints which human society has devised for the protec- 
tion of those who have against those who has 

Spiritualism is the opposite tenet—based upon experimental 
psychologie facts which lead by normal reasoning to the con- 
clusion that God is Spirit—that all properties of matter and 
wil natural forces proceed from that Source—that all forms of 
life live and move and have their being in Him—and that the 
human soul is a reality and not a mere name for the sum of 
the fanctions of life, but stands to Him in а relation which is 
best; expressed by the idea of child and parent. 

These are foundation truths, On them different minds 
will build a superstructure of life and conduct, a working 
philosophy, а consolatory religion, a science of experimental 
metaphysics, а practical cult of the unknown or а mere super- 
stition, according to their bent and degree of intelligence and 
feeling, 

To most, it will be a mixture of all of these, Indeed, a 
well-balanced mind in sympathy with all mankind will say with 
fleneea, Nihil humanum а me alienum puto,” and will partake 
of all these, not excluding the semi-beliefs which tempera- 
mont favours and reason does not disprove—harmless enough 

if kept to as semt-beliefs alongside of unchangeable principles 

We need not be ashamed of these half-beliefs, "To think 
that souls in the unseen may progress by seeing themselves in 
the mirror of Truth and by knowledge of the thoughts of 
others and the results of modes of thought; that they may be 
терот on earth to put in practice what they have acquired ; 
that pure souls who have loved us on earth feel the same 
repulsion from moral dirt as we do from physieal dirt 
these beliefs, though incapable of proof at present, are at 
loast as croditable to human intelligence as the notion that 
accidente are less likely if one has a golliwog on on« 
or woars a mascot on в chain—half-boliefs not во very widely 
different from those of the coolie who sets up a little clay 
image and puts his offering of rice before it! Fow persons, 
materialiste least of all perhaps, can claim to be entirely free 
from suporstitious half-beliefa of one kind or another, 

Spiritualism may perhaps best be defined as the recognition 
of spiritual causation ; and under this aspect, whatever degrees 
of validity individuals may allow to " spirit-return " 
over somi-boliefs our personal dispositions and experiences шау 
load us to, we should all be united in the bond of fellowship 
created by the recognition of a great human trath and the 
shaving of the great foundation principles, 

Bpiritualinm in this sense is no novelty, Lb is the admission 
of facts as old as humanity into the ever-expanding circle of 
коїодоо facts which range from primitive animism to the 
majestio utterances of the Word made Flesh, Its logical result 
is that mon aro not bodies that have souls, but souls that have 
bodies, and all tho tromondous consequences that result from 
the full admission of that postulate; of which the first is that 
while brute evolution is the development of bodily form and 
finetion, human evolution із the development of soul character, 

Materialism and Spiritualism; those aro the two working 
Philosophios of the human mind under 4 thousand different 
forms, Thore is really only one altørnativo—tho indifforentism 
whioh takes things na they сото, justifying intellectual sloth 
hy declaring that in thin world nothing is certain, n doleful 
philosophy summed up ин " Nothing is now, nothing is truo, 


з not 


з motor-car 


and what 


and it doesn't matter Ti on enoug $ * 
said that the average Englisk T + z s 
be * y he b er This 
nre of workaday life t perhar + 
that h« t felt 4 eed of tnst 
( He's Centr f Indifference betwe 
the Everl zY 


it does not w 


of literature 
of science denounced b 
paralyses education and 


it is a frame of 


1d whick 


brium ; it tends always to 

great modes of thought on the or r 
into Ppiritualisrn on we rna) nd 
believe, disappearing in the fire of sacrifice fo 


deal 


causes of wars may be replaced by the co-operant causes of 


distinctly spiritual ideal—the 


the competitive 


peace, 
The backward steps are 


First the over-s 


to trace 


in history, ation of material thing 
fication of the senses, riches, luxury, and pows é 
then the conviction that these are the real 

justice, mercy and truth are illusions 


human and brute evolution are identical—the survival of the 


strongest and the spoils to the victor ; and last] 


of évery form of violence and deceit into th« 


egotism and a self-consciously non-moral statecraf 


comes the working out of irresistible spiritual laws, and the social 
order founded on lies, fraud, and poison perishes in blood and 
tears, Бо peri hed the rule of the Assyrian, of the Macedonian, 
of the Roman and of the ( рӯе; so will fall every civilisation 
which aims at dominion through conquest and by injustice and 
ignores the fact that verily there a God Who judges the 
earth. 

Spiritualism has made of psychology and metaphysics « 
perimental sciences These are still in their infancy, mu is 
phy ical science was in it infancy at the beginning of th« 
nineteenth century Meanwhile it has reached the proof of 
spirit as an objective reality and the survival of death by the 
individual soul ; and the tremendous changes which will result 
from the turning matter of faith into matter of experience 
Time has yet to show, Some of us think that this will be 
nothing less than the Coming of the Kingdom of God At 
the present time the more we Spiritualists take the larger 
view—the more we consider the legitit nferences as t 
character and conduct that flow from our new science, the 
more catholic and the less sectarian our frame of mind—the 
groater will be our influence on the world, 

We cannot kindle when we will 

The fire which in the heart resides ; 
The spirit bloweth and is still, 

In mystery our soul abides 
But tasks in hours of insight will'd 
Can be through hours of gloom fulfilled 


With aching hands and bleeding feet, 
We dig and heap, lay stone on stone; 
We bear the burden and the hoat 
Of the long day, and wish 'twere done, 
Not till the hours of light return 


All we have built do we discern, 
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PAST AND PRESENT. 
Tue THOUGHTS oF A PIONEER SPIRITUALIST. 


Writing some thirty-five years ago in the Psycho- 
logical Review,“ the Rev. William Stainton Moses (^ М.А. 
(Oxon) ") penned an eloquent and affectionate memoir of his 
American friend Epes Sargent, author of “The Proof 
Palpable of Immortality” and other standard works on 
Spiritualism, who passed away in January, 1880. It gave 
not only a graphic sketch of the life of a man who, as a 
thinker and seer, was ahead of his time, but contained a 
critical estimate of his works, the whole essay being marked 
by many illuminating touches, which, undimmed by time, 
bear pungently on some of the problems that confront 
us to-day. Notwithstanding the occasionally 
administered to those who are given to ` pasture on the 
past," it is remarkable how much in the way of guidance, 
solace and encouragement is to be derived from a survey of 
old records, provided always the records were garnered by 
healthy and forward-looking minds. 

We would like, if only space permitted, to cite some of 
the appreciative passages in which “ M. A. (Oxon)” dwells 
on the fine character and mental gifts of his departed 
friend: there is inspiration in the story of a good life 
enriched by useful work and guided by the high counsels of 
reason and intuition. But our task just now confines us 
to aspects having a more direct application to our special 
problems, although we may at least refer to the passage in 
which " M.A. (Oxon), after mentioning the series of 
admirable school-books edited and 
Sargent, and his great Cyclopedia of Poetry published by 
Messrs. Harper, the New York publishers, writes : 


rebukes 


compiled by Epes 


These were to him the necessary means of livelihood. His 
labour of love was Spiritualism. For that he laboured with 
unfailing zeal that spent itself without hope or expectation of 
reward. . . . He earned his living by sheer hard work in un- 
congenial drudgery, that he might give freely of his best to the 
cause he loved. 

And now to turn to those points in which are revealed 
the outlook of Epes Sargent, and incidentally of “M.A. 
(Oxon)” himself, towards certain phases of Spiritualism 
which still obtain. 
mediumship :— 

While he [Epes Sargent) fully accepted the utterances given 
through a carefully-guarded mediumship, so far as they were 
commendable to his reason, he had little belief in the free use 
of great names, and scant respect for much that passes current 


for “inspirational teaching." . . . The average platform utter- 
ance of a controlled trance-medium did not "feed" him, 


We have these observations on trance 
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though he was liberal enough to see that the food so adminis- 
tered might be of the greatest service to others less advanced 
on the plane of thought than himself.. . . He and I had 
both worked beyond the'need of sermonising, but the many 
have not. . . . He was horrified by the flood of vapid verbiage 
that drenched him from a thousand platforms, as 
have been nauseated by the ceaseless flow of lukewarm plati- 
tudes that issue from a thousand pulpits. The pretence of 
great names to hide the nakedness of thought was to him re- 


some of us 


pulsive. Between this ludicrous pretext and the turgid flood 
of words, words, words! Shakespeare, Franklin, Paul, Bacon, 
Christ !—he fairly gat him out and fled." 


Those who feel the same to-day on the matter will be 
interested, and perhaps a little pleasantly surprised, to 
find their ideas were understood and appreciated by the 


advanced thinkers of the movement over a generation 


ago. 


Here is something quite apposite to the conditions of 
to-day on the subject of spirit control. It is an extract 
from a-letter written by Sargent to M.A. (Oxon) ” :— 


I ain convinced that those sensitives who give themselves 
up to promiscuous controls cannot distinguish often between 
genuine spirit impressions and the products of their own 
fantasy: between the real clairvoyant flashes and purely 
imaginative suggestions. Of the activity of inischievous 
and misleading spirits, as well as of sincere but jesuitical 
ones, and also of good and liberal ones, I think there can 
be no doubt ... And what is to be our attitude? How are 
we to meet these tendencies ? Only by confining ourselves, it 
seems to me, to a strictly scientific demonstrable basis. Here 
are our facts, our phenomena, gentlemen: and here are our 
legitimate inferences from them.” But when we transcend 
demonstrable phenomena and their strictly legitimate infer- 
ences we enter the ontological realm and leave science behind 
us. . . Our speculations should be kept distinct from our 
basis of knowledge. I believe with you thai all that gives 
worth to Spiritualism is its religious significance. But the 
minute we allow any man or any spirit to impose on us a Thus 
saith the Lord ” we part with our intellectual, aye, and our 
moralliberty. Our own reason must be the ultimate umpire. 
The whole history of Pneumatology, back to the first syllable 
of recorded time, is strewn with the débris of those wrecked 
and exploded fantasies, where poor, finite, fallible mortals have 
claimed to speak from the dictation of Jesus, the Saints, and 
even of the Almighty himself. I have personally known such 
deplorable cases long before Modern Spiritualism emerged into 
notice. 

That is a long citation, but the words are wise and 
weighty, and may be read profitably by those beginners who, 
unfamiliar with the clear, sane views that inspired and still 
inspire the best minds in the movement, have begun to 
wonder and doubt over the fanatical and eccentric forms in 
which Spiritualism is sometimes presented. Such things 
are quite old features. but to-day the issues have become 
clearer, and the number of those who—like Epes Sargent, 
“М.А. (Oxon),” 


discern the golden core of reality under its swathings of 


and scores of other pioneer minds—can 


jretentious nonsense, is a continually increasing one. 
1 , ) 5 
We garner a few more passages from the essay, às a 
5 5 J? 


revelation of the outlook of a strong, clear mind on the 


things that perplex many of us to-day, but which will cease 
to trouble us when the course of mental and spiritual 
evolution has brought them into final adjustment with that 
philosophy of life which in one aspect so much resembles 
a painful piecing together of fragments. We quote from a 
letter of Epes Sargent to M. A. (Oxon) ” : 

I think that Spiritualism, like Mathematics, is meant for 
those who can take an interest in it, study it wisely, and profit 
by it interiorly. Those who take Huxley's position that the 
phenomena, even if true, do not interest him, are a much larger 
body than we imagine, I am losing every year my spirit of 
propagandism, and yet growing more and more sure that our 
facts warrant and verify the great hypothesis of immortality. 
Those persons who recoil discouraged from the frauds, obsceni- 
ties, sillinesses and perplexities of Spiritualism are, I believe, 
men who do not properly appreciate the immense significance 
of our facts, and who are pre-occupied with certain religious 
notions or theories which are rudely violated by the rough-and- 
tumble manifestations. And yet if we think of the character 
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of nine-tenths of the human beings who leave this earth, I do 
not see how we can escape from the conclusion that the spirit- 
developments are much as we might expect. 

It is not the most thoughtful who turn their backs on 
these stupendous disclosures (for a faet, of whatever nature, is 
a Divine disclosure) and leave us, the convinced, to do all the 
battling and bear all the burden. It is those who stop thinking 
half-way—who do not think- enough. 

The man who shirks these facts because he does not like 
them is not "a man of thought," but an arrant coward. Would 
God have placed us in this infinite universe of facts— gifted us 
with high capacities "looking before and after," inspired us 
with ever-increasing thirst for knowledge—if He did not mean 
that we should bravely face, study, fathom, and draw light 
from every fact that He, in His inserutable wisdom, had 
made possible in a world like this ? 

The man who declines to satisfy himself of a spiritual 
fact because it is :esthetically offensive throws away the 
opportunity of demonstrating what, if it be a fact, is, as John 
Bright said to Peebles, the greatest fact that can interest a 
human being." 

That our ^ leader” this 
deseription of Shakespeare's plays, is made up ` chiefly of 
quotations,” is not a matter for apology. Since Epes 
Sargent's day, the facts of Spiritualism have been verified 
and co-ordinated to an extent that confirms his wise and 
courageous utterances. It is well to know what a pioneer 
thinker saw and felt in his day and to apply his wisdom to 
the needs of the present. 


week, like the well-known 


MEDIUMSHIP AND MIND-READING. 
| - Bv H. A. Darras. 


Twas very glad to read the testimony borne by the expe- 
rienced and cultivated author of " Psychic Philosophy " to the 
[genuine clairvoyant faculty of Mr. J. J. Vango. 

Thave myself had evidence of this, and several of my friends 

[have reported to me remarkable experiences which they have 
| had with him. 
No medium сап guarantee that this faculty will always be 
in operation, and, as Mr. V. C. Desertis points out, it is not 
surprising that an interviewer, mainly in search of fraud, should 
draw a complete blank. 

F Of course, if the successes which others have undoubtedly 
had were merely due to inherent faculties in the medium, one 
Loan see no reason why those faculties should not come into play 
equally correctly whether his visitor be a newspaper emissary or 

an earnest inquirer. If mind-reading explains such experiences 
as those of Mr. V. C. Desertis and others, why was there no 
ftrace of mind-reading in the interview with the" Daily Mail's” 
“emissary P If, however, Mr. Vango's clairvoyance is stimulated 
by unseen intelligences, on whose co-operation he depends for 
Success, it is easy to understand why this interviewer got 
nothing. Probably mediums cannot always recognise when 
they are really under the influence of unseen helpers, or when 
(they are merely giving utterance to vague imaginings. АП 
| honest mediums would do well to decline any visitor who does 
not bring a card of introduction from some reliable student of 
Spiritualism, and thus to safeguard themselves from being 
exploited for curiosity, commercialism, and other unworthy 
ends, Mediumistic gifts should be reserved for high purposes. 
LOne of the drawbacks to professional mediumship is that it 
makes this reserve very difficult, although not quite impossible. 


1 Unner the truly elegant title,“ Psychics to Hunt Jack 
ondon’s Soul," the “ Los Angeles Evening Herald" prints а 
snditional article concerning efforts now being made by pro- 
eminent American Spiritualists to communicate with the de- 
parted novelist. Interviews with Dr. B. F. Austin and Dr. 
J. М. Peeblos aro. given, and their remarks are in pleasant con- 
; with the crude sensationalism with which the subject is 
od by the journalist. Of Dr, Peebles it is correctly stated 
he is a physician, author, lecturer and former American 
in Asiatic Turkey, and “one of the foremost pro- 
of Spiritualism in the world.” It is added that Jack 
during the latter years of his life was interested in the 
ocewlt subjects. 
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THE BROCKWAY CASE. 


CONVICTION, BUT AN APPEAL TO BE LODGED. 


At the West London Police Court, on Saturday last, before 
Mr. Francis, Mrs. Almira Brockway was fined £25 in 


respect of each of two of the cases against her. 


£50, or 
Mr. Barker, 
the prosecuting counsel, asked thav an order recommending her 
deportation should be made, to which the magistrate consented. 
Notice of appeal was given and allowed, and this it is under- 
stood will mean that the matter may before the 
Court again until April next. In the meantime, Mrs. Brockway 
was admitted to bail, but when the question of an undertaking 
from her not to practise her vocation in the meantime came up, 
Mr. O'Malley (Mr. Ernest Wild, K.C., having left the court, as 
deseribed below), who appeared in place of Mr. Frampton, un- 
avoidably absent, strongly opposed the suggestion that this 


not come 


should mean the entire cessation of the practice of her medium- 
ship, and this point was the subject of keen discussion. Ultimately 
it was, in effect, agreed that the undertaking should amount 
to a promise that the defendant should not break the law 
against fortune-telling їп. е interval. 

From the legal standpoint the whole case revolved around 
the question whether the defendant was guilty of fortune- 
telling i. e., predicting the future. Mr. Wild, К.С 
defence on the plea that fortune telling to be an offence must 
In order to establish 


„based his 


be accompanied by intent to deceive. 
his point that in this case there was ro such intention, he 
raised the question of the reality of mediumship, and when 
towards the end of the hearing the magistrate and the counsel 
for the prosecution ridiculed the idea of "lying spirits," Mr. 
Wild left the atmosphere was 


not one in which 


court protesting that its 


the matter could be properly argued, and 
that he was wasting his time. He had previously remarked 
that as the magistrate had not an elementary knowledge of 
psychic science, he was not a suitable person to hear the case. 
As the legal question of what constitutes fortune-telling " has 
apparently now to be determined by a higher tribunal, this 


suh judice, and must be 


question remains, to a certain extent, 


ned 


held in reserve so far as any comment is con 
In the meantime it may be permissible to record that LIGHT 
" fortune-telling," 


has always set itself determinedly against 


future of any person in exchange for a 


i.e., predictions of the 
fee, not only because it is a breach of the law, but also because 


the whole subject of psychic 


it involves a degradation of 
science, and is frequently associated with many wholly objection- 
able features, charlatanism and a farrago of ridiculous untruths. 
But that standpoint is without prejudice to the philosophical 
questions involved in the inquiry under scientific conditions 
whether prophecy is a reality, a matter in which many thinkers 
quite outside ‘occult circles are deeply interested, as involving 
such subjects as “ providence, foreknowledge, will and fate.” 
The witnesses called as to the reality of Mrs, Brockway's 
psychic powers were Mr. William Copeland Trimble, Ј.Р., а 
town councillor of Enniskillen, Ireland, who mentioned that 
he had raised the only cavalry squadron formed (presumably 
in Ireland) during the war, and who stated in answer to Mr. 
Wild that he had come to England at his own expense to 
testify to the defendant's genuineness; Mrs. Ida Ethel Rolleston, 
a married lady ; Miss Ethel Webling, the well-known artist and 
exhibitor at the Royal Academy and sister of Miss Peggy 
Webling the novelist; the Rev. Carew Hervey St. John Mildmay, 
a clergyman of the Church of England and member of the 
Atheneum Club; Mrs. Cecil Porch, wife of Colonel Porch, an 
ofticer now at the front. Mrs. Brockway and Mr. James Hewat 
McKenzie also gave evidence. 

Mr. Trimble deposed that having no knowledge of psychic 
matters he was recommended to visit Mrs. Brockway to investi- 
gate the subject. He accordingly came to London and had a 
séance with her. She was tired, the evening was gloomy, and 
the gas was not lit. She directed him to write on slips of paper 
the names of those with whom he wished to communicate, and 
he did so. The names he wrote were those of very near and dear 
friends. He folded the slips and placed them on a table between 
himself and defendant. He watched her very closely. She took 
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one of the papers, crushed it, and said, You wish to know from 
Noel Desmond Trimble"—the name of his boy who was killed 
inthe war. He put three questions to her, and the answer to 
the first was that the spirit had been “trying to impress him- 
self" upon his two daughters. She also made a statement 
which astounded witness—that his daughter Minnie had the 
faculty of communicating with spirits, This daughter afterwards 
told him that she had had several communications from his dead 
There were several questions to which defendant did not 

She held the papers folded in her hand and did not 
Witness was not quite satisfied, and 


son. 
reply. 
look at their contents. 
had another interview. 
his hotel and took them with him. 
(a son in the Macedonian Army). 
very far away." The last question, " Was your passing pain- 
less ?" was suggested by a statement of another son in another 
battalion that his death was painless. Mme. Brockway went 
through all the contortions of suffocation, so much so that it 
was painful for him to look upon her. He told her it was 
enough, and she said that Noel's body turned black, and that 
At that time witness did not know how 
his son had died; He was satisfied with what was told him 
concerning other questions. In cross-examination, he said he 
did not give her his name, but Mr. Barker handed him two 
books belonging to her in which his name appeared. Witness 
said he could not tell how she got his name. 

Mr, Barker: Do you suggest that the name came there 
through Spiritualistic influences ? 

Witness: I don't suggest anything. I have come to tell 
you what took place. I have put questions which could only 
be answered by those who have passed away. 

The Rey. C. H. St. John Mildmay stated that he had two 
sittings with defendant and was amazed that she could tell 
him names that he had written on papers which were folded up 
The answers were not always satisfac- 


This time he wrote test questions in 
He asked,“ Where is Rex?“ 


The answer was, He is 


he had been gassed. 


and held in her hand. 
tory, but he was convinced she was perfectly genuine. 

Mr. Wild, K.C. (defending): There was no suggestion of 
conjuring as far as you could see ? 

Witness: Certainly not. 

Magistrate: You have, 1 suppose, seen conjurers taking 
(Laughter.) 

Witness: There was nothing resembling that. 

Mrs. Rolleston and Miss Ethel Webling gave evidence that 
they were satisfied with the answers given at sittings. The 
latter said defendant was not in the room when she wrote down 


cards out of people's hair, and such things ? 


herquestions. She was anxious as to the safety of her nephew 
in the Flying Corps, who was reported missing, and appealed 
to the spirit of his dead grandfather. Тһе spirit said he was 
alive, and later he was reported as a prisoner in Germany. 
The answers were, on the whole, most astonishing in their 
accuracy. 

Defendant then went into the witness-box. She said she 
She was married in 1877, and 
her husband died about four years dgo. Defendant and her 
husband carried on a departmental store, but lost their fortune 
through fire. When a child, defendant declared, she was very 
" medinmistie," but she had never had an opportunity of do. 
Her hus- 
band had always been a Spiritualist, and when they came 
together they studied the matter for many years 
ita life study. About 1479 she began to study the subject of 


occult science for her own curiosity. 


was born at Wisconsin in 1858. 


veloping this gift, as her people were Presbyterians. 
5 1 1 * 


indeed, made 


Mr, Wild: Do you think, honestly, that it is a true 
science ? 
Witness: You don't think that at my age 1 would bo 


throwing away my time if the subject were not near and dear 
to my heart, 

Defendant said she commenced to speak about Spiritualism 
in public about twenty-eight or thirty years ago. She then gave 
all her time and work absolutely gratuitously, Asked why sho 
did so, defendant said, " Bocause I thought it was a God given 
gift, and L would give the benefit to others just as freely.” She 


began to charge money for audiences when she had become 


reduced to means on which she could not work gratuitously, 


She consulted hor guides first, Defendant then doseribed how 
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she conducted a séanco, and stated that when visitors wrote а 


name or a question on a piece of paper, she, as medium, never 
read the writing, but was told the name or the answer by the 


spirit concerned. If anyone went to her with an untruth, they 


would only invite the presence of “lying spirits.” She 


communicated to the sitter whatever the spirit told her, During 
a sitting she was in a semi-conscious condition. She was not 


responsible for what she said—her words came from the spirit 


who inspired her. Showing great emotion, she said: “I 
want to say that there have been thousands who have 
been benefited by the loving counsels received from the 
spirit world, I have tried to do right and live right.” 
She had, she said, been engaged to come to this country 


on behalf of the British College of Psychic Science., It was 


not a question of money that prompted her to hold the 
séances, for under the agreement with the College she got £50 
a month whether she received sitters or not. In regard to the 
visit of Mr. Harold Ashton, defendant said that 
sitting was over he said it was the result of a conjuring trick, 
and she protested that if he thought so he should have taxed 
her with imposture while it was (as he supposed) in progress, 
There was only an ordinary small card table between them. 

Mr. Wild: It is suggested that you wear very strong 
glasses. 

Defendant: That's absurd. 
now, and when in the house reading I use glasses of the same 
power, but with bows attached. 

Mr. Wild: Mr. Ashton describes you as “а nimble little 
Have you grey hair ? 


when the 


I wear the glasses I have on 


woman with a head of grey hair." 

Defendant quietly took off her hat and displayed a 
splendid head of dark-brown hair. 

Defendant, in cross-examination, said her son had been 
engaged for a long time in Red Cross work. 

Mr. Barker asked whether her son was not 
America since 1911 by the police. 

Defendant: I do not know. It is news to me. 

Mr. Barker: Is he not wanted by the police in America for 
fortune-telling and as a noted criminal and clairvoyant ? 

Defendant: That is news to me. “ Whatever the spirits 
give me I give to them,” defendant explained with reference to 
consultants. The moment I touch the paper the guide will 
be by my side, and he or she will read out the name on tho 
paper.” She added that she was in an unconscious condition, 
and could not remember the answers the spirits gave. 

Magistrate: Do you suggest you were in a semi-conscious 
not know the nature of the replies you were 


wanted in 


state and did 

giving ? 
Defendant : Yes. 
Mr. Francis remarked that this line of defence had not been 


There are trance states. 


raised before. 

Mr. Wild said that of course witnesses would not know 
defendant was in an unconscious state. 

Mr. Barker (to defendant): But you are wholly conscious 
when you ask for the guineas. (Laughter.) 

Defendant: | am certainly in my normal condition, 

Mrs, Cecil Porch said she had one sitting with defendant, 
and was very careful to fold and screw up the papers on which 
questions were written, The answers convinced her defendant 
was genuine, For instance, witness lost a child sixteen years 
ago, and defendant was able, after “telephoning " to the spirits 
by holding her hand to her ear, to give her the name. In а 
second case a son, who died in South Africa, had an unusual 
Christian name, but defendant was able to give it, although sho 
had no ordinary means of knowing it. 

Mr. J. Hewat McKenzie said that tive years ago he gave 
up a motor business in order to devote himself to psychic 
He had never made a penny out of it, but had spent 
thousands of his own money. They had formed the British 
College of Paychic Science, with Sir William Crookes as president: 
Such а 
person, when under spirit control, became in a semi-consoious 


state, but this might not be observed by those who consulted 


science, 


The society sent him to America to secure a medium. 


her, Witness was explaining that if personscame to a modium 
with " trap” questions their paychie power would be diverted, 


Mr. Wild; You believe, then, there are lying spirits! 
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Mr. Barker: I object to such ridiculous questions. 

Mr. Wild asked the magistrate to rule whether such a 
question was ridiculous. 

Mr, Francis (with emphasis) I.think it is ridiculous, 

Mr. Wild said it was evidently wasting time to go on, and 
the points would be left for another court, 
on with the examination, and left the court. 

As the ense occupied nearly the entire day it is obviously 
impossible to give an exhaustive report of all that transpired. 
But mention may be made of the fact thnt the magistrate said 
he had no desire to check in any way what had been called the 
propaganda of psychie science; that Mr. Wild pointed out that 
the question of semi-consciousness (or trance) had a most im- 
portant bearing on the whole subject of psychic powers. This 
was when the magistrate remarked that this line of defence 
had not been raised before. Mr. Wild also explained in refer- 
ence to the suggestion that the defendant's son was a criminal 
that fortune-telling constituted a crime. Mr. Wild's dramatic 
exit from the court made a considerable impression, and the 
magistrate expressed regret that he had not remained as he had 
given great assistance. ў 

A considerable amount of heat has quite naturally been 
shown on both sides both in and out of court—we mean as 
regards the opponents and the supporters of the question of 
spirit existence, but as to the pressmen and the police it should be 
remembered that they are almost completely the instrumenta of 
publie opinion and the law, and cannot be blamed for carrying 
out the instructions of their superiors. Spiritualists are naturally 
indignant at any oppressive and tyrannous interference with 
their liberties and religious convictions, but the facts of psychic 
science have been so almost inextricably confused not only 
with breaches of the law, but with much humbug and imposture, 
that even leading representatives of the subject are sometimes 
at a loss to know how the line can be clearly drawn. "The 
question of fees seems to be closely identified with the matter 
of fortune-telling, and Mr. Barker was sarcastic on this point 
more than once during the hearing of the case. As at present 
administered, it would seem that the law makes it an offence 

| to foretell the future in return for a money payment. On Mr. 
Wild's point of law that fortune-telling is only an offence when 
it has been established that there was intent "to deceive and 
impose,” we offer no comment. That remains to be settled by 
the ruling of another tribunal. Spirit existence and spirit 
communication are not at present recognised by the Legislature. 
Doubtless it has considered this matter the proper province of 
the churches, which so far do not appear to have made any 
definite pronouncement on the question. 
‘that the churches should speak, for the law is logical enough to 
recognise that it has never been called upon to be a spiritual 
leader, and is quite entitled to deny the existence of angel or 
spirit so long as the churches allow this attitude to pass 
unchallenged, 


Counsel did not go 


Perhaps it is time 


A GENERATION 


AGO. 
(From “Тлант” or JANUARY 15тн, 1887.) 


Sians or Pnocnzss,— The movement everywhere discernible 
in favour of breadth and comprehension, as against rigid dogma- 
tism, spreads. The other day Canon Wilberforce, who has given 
80 many evidences of catholicity and openness of mind, was 
fraternising with a Dissenting minister and occupying his 
pulpit. And now M, de Pressensé, the eminent French Pro- 
testant pastor, writes to the “Christian World” to state that 
“the Evangelical Protestants of Paris are combining to assist 
Father Hyacinthe in commencing а campaign of Apostolic Lec- 
turos in defence of Christian spiritualism [not used in our 
sense of the word], which is so violently, and often senselessly, 
attacked by demagogic atheism,” M. de Pressensé adds some 
relleotions on the desirability of preparing the way for a more 
general and wider agreement in essentials, for the foundation 
9f в more catholic Church, seoing that “no one of the existing 
Churches embodies the whole truth,” We entirely assent, 
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FROM SUN TO HEAVEN VIA EARTH. 


Тнк Province or SPIRITUALISM (INTRODUCTORY). 


By E. E. Campion. 


It seems to the writer that Spiritualism, as other depart- 
ments of thought, should be able to locate itself, so to speak, 
in the general scheme of human belief. No doubt many of 
your readers are much better able tó appreciate this point 
than I am. 


But it does seem that for the sake of concrete 
thought the exact province of Spiritualism can only be de- 
marked when a bold outline is made of the extent of life, 
Herbert Spencer's philosophy is an attempt from the evolu- 
tionary view-point to summarise the solar system and its phe- 
That ponderous and important work in which rests 
the gospel which has pushed Japan along her line of material 


nomena, 


progress is, like Buckle's History of Civilisation, only an intro- 
duction, but it compels thought and admiration by its wide 
grasp, its comprehensiveness asa virile attempt to view creation 
аз а whole, Sometime a great Spiritualist will write a similar 
work from the view-point of the super-physical. Meantime 
humble individuals, like children, may draw an elementary 
outline which, however distorted, may have a use. The pur- 
pose such an outline would serve would be to indicate how at 
various points avenues of research are opened up, each one of 
which contains subject matter for a Charles Darwin to spend a 
life of observation and deduction upon. The writer proposes 
to trace views which, though they must be controversial, are, 
sake of 


The reader will know by the present assurance that 


notwithstanding, given in dogmatic form for the 
brevity. 
they are not meant to be anything but tentative. 

The great war has brought spiritual matters to the fore- 
front. 


The national life will not run along the old groove. 


No bereaved lover or parent or child will be the same. 
Men's 
minds will be open. New impressions will come because of the 
break-up in national and family life. 


will be strong and swift. 


The spirit of the age 
A broadening of spiritual experience 
must result from so many deaths. For death regenerates as 
birth regenerates. The men who have taught best have taught 


best because they died nobly. Death із a great teacher It 


The more men and women are brought 


teaches by showing. It is the portal g 


bright on the other. 


my on one side, 


to the gloomy side as their friends pass through, the more they 
will desire to know of the brightness beyond. However, between 
the uncompromising materialist and those who see visions 
there is a great gulf fixed, and in that gulf get precipitated 
The one told them 


by various lips, and it seems to them that there is not 


those who inquire great truth is 
one great truth at all, but а good many divergent tales 
This way lies wandering and wondering, this way lies despair 


The 


by the daily revelations of the war and the national soul set 


or indifference. national mind having been opened 


on high things, wars of words and the polemics of debate are 
out of place, Progress only comes from teachers, and strength 


is in vigorous thought and modest statement Let the light 
shine brightly for those with sensitive eyes, shaded for those 
who have lived in the gloom, But let it always be a white 
light, uncrimsoned by passion, not yellow with the jealousy of 
partisanship, nor blindingly blue with steely self-assertion. The 
white light contains all the colours, It has its passion, its 
jealousy, its relentless egotism, but since it is white, these par- 
tial hues are blended into the great harmony of truth. 

The few articles which will appear under the above heading, 
as space allows, will contain an outline of what some people 
may call surmise, Others will here and there catch glimpses of 
thoughts which they will recognise as old friends in their own 
circle of familiar ideas. It is proposed to glance at life from 
its beginnings on the planet, through the instinct stage till the 
crown of humanity—reason—is depicted, with its endurance 
through earthly life to Heaven, between which it is the link, 


Gnisuka Rasputix.— Whether he was a mystic ora charlatan 
or а mixture of both elements, a mixture well known to neuro- 
pathologists, it is certain that his death removes from Russian 
life a most sinister and dangerous figure, an implacable enemy 
of all that is bext in Russian political, religious, and social life, 
and as such his disappearance will be welcomed by all decent 
Russians, Ahe “ Observer,” ; y 
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SURVIVAL 


AND 


The It kl ( н Í M.A 0 Í 
Í ш that are n tl British Woeokl itt 
load that oarth habit l | r int ` riti 
here I! ld 1 ntoróati lon hat id ti 
writor ! oopim nolu Го put t ictor fi 
foroible tl li not very ologant pl What d ho la 
ibout it, апу! 

Flint ment habit n wried i froi tho onrtl into thi 
next sphoro should 1 unply evident to those who aceapt the 
teaching of Jonas Christ, The ry of Divos and Lazni pi 
thia beyond the possibility of doubt 

Dives in Hades rotains the idea f olnan clistinetion whiel 
have dominated him through lite Но had been n rich man 
опо of the elass whiel | nd Lazarus had been à pi 
an i f the ola о! | then And Dive ШЇ 
faila to seo that jal distinetions of this nature do not oxint 
in the new indition Ho fully oxpoota. that Lasarus is to 

do hia errands, if not exaetl it | mmand, thon at the 
command of Abraham he rich man will ask a favour of 
Abraham, but he бакон the obedience of Lazarus as à matter 
ТТ Dives retains hia affootion for his family, auch ns it 
It is going beyond the evidence to say that tho interest hi 
owa in 1 brethren ia а sign of reformation, It simply shows 
that ho was а man and not а monater, Reformation may come 
but tho timo ia not yot Divos in atill obsessed by the idon of 
olaaa privilege, and this is soon vory cloarly in hia requost H« 
ñaka that Lasarus may be sont, not to the house of lsrnol, 
but t my fathor'a hous l'ho iden of a privileged class i 
still thoro: Moses and tho prophota. are od enough for tho 
reat. of the world, but the brethren of Divos must. have n 
rovelation of their own 

From M | toddart, of Как we receive the 

wu 

Some time a I made à noto of an observation contained 


in an article in the British Weokly," whieh I think is worth 
recalling in eonneotion with that journal's oriticiam of Sir Oliver 
Lod latent. book It wa Chere ia nothing in life quite 
hard to boar as the of the departed You, just the 
Попоо! Yot strange, ia it not, that the journal expressing 
that sentiment апош al eem to rosent the mere suggestion 
tliat that lence” has been broken How ia it la it juat 
l arten bia modification of the attitude of the 
h of Home that th new revelation " cannot bo ncoopt 
able boonuso it has not come through the proper channel 1 
waa glad to see the contribution of " A Prosbyterian Minister 
i Lion f Ww d ult reacors f the " British 
Weekly опога! Т much in need of knowlodgi 
thi ubjeet, I lately aeceopted an invitation t hon 
ena preacher n an anniversary осодаіо wl wa 
course on "Tho Future Lifo” The preacher was а 
oity minister of the United Free Church of Sootland, with 
forty years oxperionce, and his ideas of the future life may 
be inferred from his representation that the child that died Inat 
week had alroady attained an intellectual status far beyond 
that of the groatost minda on earth The sermon did not 
contain a singlo hint that the preacher had ever hoard of 
Modern Bpiritualiam, of tl tv f Payohical Research i 
that scientists like Sie Oliver Lodge had ever interested thom 
vos in thi ubjeet: with which he waa donlin l'ruly, the 
British Wookly " has a work to do if it wi ngent to do it 
and if, avoiding " intellectual arrogance it can take Huxley 
advieo, divest itself. of all preconceived iden und sit down in 
tho spirit of a child to interrogate tho faot What could be 
more illogical than the idea that Sir Oliver Lodge pintor 
to 1м epted with reserve because he і nvine 
пайа! Might wo not ae well discount hi pinion on 1 у 
boonuse he ia a biologiat Persons who figure a re 
loadora to-day ineur а serious roaponsibility in. thruatin thon 
prejudieos between ñ sorrowing world and tho consolin trutha 
of Bpiritualinm- na 1 found the other day on meeting a be 
reaved mother who had just been road the Hritial 
Weekly's” review of “ Raymond 
{ярни the title of Phantom Armi he tar of 
Baturday last devotes half à column to a story of the phantom 
eombat between the Royaltiat and Parliamentary armit at 
10014011111 The vision was seen at Edgehill at Christma 
1042, about tw months after the actual battle was fought 
rhe atery waa w unted Liaw me naklerable timi 


ngo 


HUMAN 
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SIDELIGHTS, 


Í nt t І t (GObsot I 
7 la l I tandable in Í I n t 
fut tat 0 1 | І Í 7 if 
І і пај ne í f tl Í there i 
f m the Hod H ond І Í Mi imuol Waddu 
{ tlod ; Roni Paturo Lif It d 
&h з & anthe j rí6éton on the ibíoot. f 7 
timi f Plat Huddld nd Conf "Т! lini f n le 
tora te | гоѓогог made inolud« Darwin, Huxloy 
Haeckel, Romani ү d rth Гоппувоп, Matthew Arnold 
Max ^ dau, Maurico Magte nok, and tho late F, W, Н, Myot 
M Waddington al finds ocension to quote r Ка Lan 
| tor, Mi 89 ( Hon ind M Wilfrid iwon Blunt 
Mi J Arthur Hill contribute to tho January numbor of 
l'ho Nineteenth Century and Aft L moat sorvicenble a 
oll as interesting article oi Paychical Invostigation Hy 
bogina by pointin ut that ceientifi invistion of the ] 
bility of individual survival of bodily death ia not to bo attained 
merely by rondin Porsonal experieneo is nea wy l'or 
the Hinin f auch oxporienee he givos the following excellent 
mnsel: “Got ome good medium, either without appoint 
mont th an appointment made through ome other 
person, and take earoful nots of what i nid both by the 
medium and by yourself, so that you know how much informa 
tion, if any, you have given away But be eaveful in selectin 
the medium Consult some oxperionced friend or tho editor of 
вото roputablo psayehie journal Thon try other mediums, 
adopting all thinkable precautions Aftor this oxordium, Mt 


Hill proceeds to narrate a number of remarkably ovidential 


охрогіопооя he has personally had through tho mediumahip of 


Mr, A, Wilkinson 

The editor's notes in the “ Occult Roviow for January 
are largely concerned with the problem of inatinet among 
animals and insects, a raisod in Mi tingham Nowland’s 
book, What ia Inatinet Mi hirlay infer from the 
curious instances of instinetivo powers of insect cited by Mı 
Nowland that the subliminal eonseiouanonss is the source of then 
main activitte in hort, that the saub-conseion in insects 
predominat« ontiroly over the consocion М! Reginald B 
pan ive fascinatin nocount of “The Mysticism of 
Brittany l'ho Breton peasant he says, thinks of the 
doad as frequently па the Irishman thinks of fairies, und almost 
overy man or woman one moots in Lower Brittany can tell 
torios of meetin with spirits of the dead Three romar)? 
iblo illustrations are ivon by Mr, Axel Dane of spirit drawings 
f Egyptian and Assyrian templos executed in coloured crayons 


by an uneducated labouring man in New Zealand, who ia blind 
in one eye and has advanced cataract in the othe: Mr. A. Ë 
Wnito ha t biographical note on Papi tho lato D 
Gorard Í ELT 
SPIRITUALISM AND THE CHURCH, 
Mr. II. Ernest Hunt writ 
I weleome tho noto by the Rev I Fielding-Ould in your 
inst issue 10 ia ossential that stre should be laid upon the 
many pointa of ngreement botwixt the Ohuroh and Spiritualism 
rather than upon tho pointa of difference ipiritualist ind 
C) limon alike ro ni І kooordin to their measure, at 
inoreasing Í piritual f | py і ve hungry world 
ud it ill | 7 tho tillor in t wide Hold to be de tin 
hi І t ntrnli nd ein the tort { t! 
la inatead of cult his own little patel 
Che attack f many pivitualists upon the Church are as 
much to be deplored as the attitude of those within the Church 
wl tigmatise the teaching of onrnost and cloan-living Spirit 
| nti«Christian The High-Churchman may not 
ipprovi f th ation Army, but neverthels the latter is 
roachin number { ul und iving them spiritual su 
tenane whom the High Chureh could not reach, and 
таку, there are many who ean be reached by logic 
md demonstration who would remain unintluenced by dogma 
Finally, between the highest. exponents of any creed-—-as 
exemplitied in their life and work there 1 istonishingly little 
difference as regarda vital essentiala, and such points ditfer 
опоо аа may bo are chiefly due to tho varying terminology that 
has been a matter of lifo-use with oach Lot every Spiritualist 
realise that hia ereed is not phenomena any more than the 
orood of the Church is miracles, but that both point straight to 
the fundamental fact that God is Spirit, and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.“ Che 
piritual life might well bind together all those toilors in the 


and creeds and unworthy biekerings 


field 
divide 


whom ab present sect 
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Мав, M. H. WALLIS. 
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The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 


Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR 


STREET, W. 
(Just off Oxford.soreet, close to Portman Square). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MRS. MARY DAVIES, Address and 
Clairvoyance. 
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at 6 p.m. 
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Address, “ Visions.’ 
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Trance Address (Continuation) “The Value of Mediumship to a 
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THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
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- Evening, 6.80, Service . Ж { UM Mrs. MAUNDER, 
WEDNESDAY NEXT, JANUARY тн. 


ing, 7.30, Special Lecture ч Mrs. Many GORDON. 
“Names and Numbers: Their Value and Meaning,” with 
d demonstrations from the audience. 
4 on in aid of the Spiritualists’ National Union Parliamentary 
d (Witehoraft Acts Amendment), for which the lecturer 
is kindly giving her services, 
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4,30 to 5.30, Mr. Boot. No charge. Freewill offerings. 
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means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research. 

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Two tickets 
of admission to the lectures held in the Salon of the Royal Society of 
British Artista, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, are sent to every Member, 
Members are admitted free to the Tues- 
of clairvoyance, and both Mem- 
Friday afternoon meet- 
the meetings of the 


and one to every Associate. 
day afternoon seances for illustrations 
bers and Associates are admitted free to the 
ings for “ Talks with a Spirit Control," and to 


Psychic Class on Thursday, all of which are held at the rooms occupied 


at the above address. 
Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Members and 


Е psychic phe- 


Associates can meet and attend seances for the study 
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free and 
of which is given from time to time in LIGHT, an 
read the special journals and use the library of wor 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily t 
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted). 

A Circulating Library, consisting of nearly three thousand works 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, and 
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associ he 
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of £1 11s. 6d. by Members or £1 18. 4d. by Ass 
scribers to а сору of Ілонт for a year, p 
wishing to obtain books from the Libr without joining 
may do so ut the same rates о L n. 
nformation will be gladly afforde- 
110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C. 
*.* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. "Treasurer, 
Henry Withall, and are due in advance on January 1st in each year. 
Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in ** Light." 
D. Rocers, Hon. Secretary. 
Henry WIiTHALL, Hon. Treasurer. 


e Secretary, at the Rooms, 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

“LIGHT” AND THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 
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Sir Oliver Lodge's book sets the science of psychical research defin- 


itely upon a new footing — Tiss. 


A very interesting 
=" SPECTATOR.” 


Cloth, 403 pages, її/- net post free. 
OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, 


and what is more, a very courageous book 


OFFICE WO 


Interesting & Instructive Talks by Mrs. Fairclough Smith 

EVERY WEDN ESDAY AFTERNOON, ar 

Subjects—“THE HUMAN АВА, COLOURS," 

Admission fs., which includes Tea. 

FOR LADIES ‘ONLY. 

Asp CLASSES EV m WEDNESDAY EV — 
— — nd Mer ital Devel 

iding. For either sex. Fee 5 


20, YORK STREET, BAKER STREET, W. 


Š O'CLOCK. 
&c. 


LENDING LIBRARY. 
ULT, NEW THOUGHT, METAPH 


а kindred su est authors is n 


mane OC 


YSICA 


Full particulars and catalogue will be sent upon request (for Ad.) by 


C. MAURICE DOBSON, 146, Kensington High Street, London, W. 


1 ieee 


NOT SILENT IF DEAD! 
By H. (HAWEIS) Through the Mediumship of Parma. 
“From beginning to end it is wholesomely and ardently good 
Lice? 


The proceeds of the sales 


Free Ho ар ial Lond n 
Third Edition. Cloth. 195 pages. Price 2/10 post 


OFFICE OF LIGHT. 110. ST. MARTIN'S LANE W.C. 


SPEAKING ACROSS THE BORDER 
LINE. 


By F. HESLOP. 
deir Letters from с Hushkamd im Spirit Life t Hu Wife ew Earth. 


Paper back, 181 pages, 1/8 net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT. 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, W.C 


6 hrr ч = ñ a 
_ gu 

0 Ехра:та bow e gre * ` ^ wing 
ub wio ~ z t * ~ r free by 
pes from s - L Ww 
NM. Here % 

C'nirtualis Rac - I 

Е Sone x Е. R. Seated a> — 
— ^": Hasec с - = 


119, Sc. Msrum s-lame. W 


(рп ritualists when in London should sta 


av a 
КЎ Hasat Hoos 1à Exmàosiagh-gar L . NW 
адалдоо Ewtce Staten йез St. Pameras amd Кш» Cross 
cumiral fer all parts . perfect santa: Terms: бе. Bed Break 
бый; mo charge бс aiiemdamce. Кый tarif apply to Mrs. Stanley 


Wastes, Properties 


(January 20, 


1917. 


PSYCHIC PHILOSOPHY 


AS THE FOUNDATION OF 
RELIGION OF NATURAL LAW. 
By V. C. DESERTIS. 


Introductory Note by Alfred Russel Wallace, 
D. C. L., LL. D., F. R. S. 


s 


With O. M., 


Contents.—The Basis of Experimental Fact, 
Phenomena, or Outward Facts, 
The Inner or Subjective Facts 
of Spiritualism, Theory 


Physical 
The Evidence of the Senses, 
; Mediumship, the Morality 
and Inferences, Matter and Ether, 
The Orders of Existence, The of Death, Body—the 
Means of Action, Soul— The Forming Power, Spirit, The 
Directing Will, The Human Family, The True Romance, &c 


New Edition C 114. post free 


uld read it.'— 


Gate 


1 page 3s. 
ful and thoughtful book. 


book on Psychic 


est K ) ever written. I 
-E.DaAwsosN Roce 


z appre i 
T R.S 
LIGHT, 


W ALLACE, О. N. 
OFFICE 


OF 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W. C. 


WHERE ARE OUR HEROIC DEAD? 


THE CHURCHES' OPPORTUNITY. 


By Sir Wm. Earnshaw Cooper, G. I. E. 
40 pages, 2id. post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W 


MAN'S SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH 
Or, THE OTHER SIDE OF LIFE. 
of Scripture, 


In the Light Human Experience and Modern Research. 


By REV. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE, F.R.A.S., &е. 


Vicar of Weston, Otley) 
W: | Introduction by the Rer. Arthur Chambers. 
All sh 14} г е k mos 
pr 5 appe 
I < k x < b x wish a 
—Lioz 
Cloth, 277 pages. Price, 6/- nett, post free. 


Orrice or Ілснт, 110, Sr. ManriN'5 Laxe, W.C 


An Extraordinary Book of War Prophecies for 1913-19. 


POTENTLE SIGNORUM 


War Prophecies 8< 

1913. 1919. | ethod te Prop 
— e 

— » Kit — = 


Beautifully printed; red rubrics: price 2s. 6а. ; 
postage 3d., of 


JAMES RUTHERFORD 


BOUDOIR THEATRE. 12, 


Kensington, 


Pembroke Gardens, 
ww. 


y Mrs 
Admission is. 


Mary Davi 
and 2d. Tax. 


Just Published. 
The Reality of- Psychic Phenomena, Raps, 
Levitations, &c. 
By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Sc. 
Cloth, Illustrated 
OFFICE LIGHT, 


246 pages, 4s. 114. 


post ir 


OF , ST. MARTIYS LANE 


Sight: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 


„% Lionr! Мови Ілонт ! "—Goethe, ‘* WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LionT.”—Paul, | 
| 


i j JANUARY 20, 1917. [= Newspaper.] Price Tworexce | 


No. 1,880.— Vor. XXXVII. [Registered ав SATURDAY, AR 


SONTEN “ * ‘ a | 

CONTENTS remarks, It is the man behind the gun who is the decid | fi 

Notes by the Way ... — 11 Sleep and Dreams o e De ng factor. not the dead machine, it the spiritual foret | | 

London Spiritualist ‘Alliance. 18 parted зра Àg l 10 1 machi it 1 pi al fo | 

А Voice from the Past .. 18 From Sunt o H« aven via Earth... 22 manifesting through the man that give S ansan tial Wi 

Psychie Evidences The Bróckway C 5 1 ig th gh ti 1 tl 1 I l | | 
2 = : value," | 


of Discrimination .. 20 23 1y 
A Generation Ago .. 21 The Lure of the Unkne ЕУ | | 


E Ennis with the Ps; › The True ture the L * , ‘ " 
EE п | Beyond ; | 


— А young and rdent secretary to po í Cadel 


NOTES BY THE WAY. at the beginning of h 


13 
hould reply to all the new paper « 


him, On one oe on he prepare batch of ng 


Та an address on Some Scientific Aspects of Im 
perialism " delivered before the Bristol Branch of the Ii . " : ; ет Jl 
Royal Colonial Institute, some time ago, Dr. Ellis T. пи 1 == ve pus itin GS — 1 
Powell expressed his belief that the British Empire de pate m F I 
rived its existence and continuity from what might be ren poran [ 


described as an Imperial soul. It was, in his view, the Spree opsi епо номхо notico ot бім W x 
expression of a psychic entity, having a real existence, ind our friend 4 e vr mde umm ll 
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is theory of a temporary entity. m | 
[И the emotions of the whole mas 
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and I at once visualised i 
possessing actual vitality as 
От emotion sufficed for its supply 
Maude shows, 
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f the Mer 1а Associates of the All 
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r-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the 


EVENING, 22nd, 1917,* 


FEBRUARY 


THURSDAY 
When AN ADDRESS will 


be given by 


MRS H.. VAN STONE, 


ENTITLED 


MOTHER OF 


THE 


" ATLANTIS: NATIONS," 


The doors will 1 


unmence рип 


Admission by ticket only. Two course tickets are sent at 
the beginning of the season to each Member, and one to each 
Associate Other friends desiring to sttend any of the lec- 
furescan obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
St. Martin's-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of 1s. for each ticket. 


The programme of the remaining Thursday evening 


addresses in the Salon is as follows :— 


nd.— Is Spiritualism of the Devi y the Rev. F. 
Fielding-Ould, M.A. (Vicar of Christ Church, 
Albany-street, N.W.). 

April 26.—" Art and the Other World” (with lantern illustra- 

tions), by the Rev. J. Tyssul Davis, B.A. 


March 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 
For тне Srupy or PsYCHICAL PHENOMENA. 


W.C. 


ird, 
one will be admitted after 


Cramvovawr DzscmriPTIONS.— Tuesday nert, January 
Mr. A. Vout Peters, at 3 рт. N. 
£hat hour. (See notice below 

Рвүснїс Crass.— Thursday 
lecture by Mr. W. J. Vanst i 

INFORMAL GarHERINGSs.— Members and Associates аге 
anvited to attend the rooms at 110, St. Martin's-lane 
Friday afternoon, January 26th, from 3 to 4, and to intro 
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t, January : 


е, Ph.D. (See list below 
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Mr. W. J. 


Ph.D. 


Lectures by Vanstone. 


January 25th.— Pond Life Philosopl 
February Ist.—The Great Sers: Swedenborg 
» Rth.— » Ja Bochme 


— 15th.— " , Joan of Аг 
March  1st.— T William Blake 

2 &th.— *7 a Jobn of Patmos 

5 J5th.—Egypt : The Dynasties 

m 29th.— 
April 5th— „ 

Э 12th— „ 

= 19th. — , 
May S— „ 


* Sir Artbur Copan Doyle finds it impossible to speak on 


The Religions 
The Philosophies 
The Literature 
The Architecture 
The Psychology 


nce 


“ Talks Control.” 
ary 260 The Process of Death 
ruary 2nd Open Meeting at wl 


the audience on 


Subjects oi with a Spirit 


written 


subjects 


tualism will be answered 

osts and Hauntings. 

it Messages, Reliable and Unreliable 

1.—Mediumship in the Spirit World 

Meeti і 

ип the au subjects cx 
Spiritualism will be answered 

9th.—The Problem of Prophecy. 

—Social Life on the Spirit Side. 

-Spirit Workers on the Earth Plane. 


—G 


—Spl 


—Open which 


written qu 


п 


nce on 


30th.—Open Meeting at which written questions 
from the audience on subjects concerning 
Spiritu n will be answered 
April 13th.—Spiritual Development through the Ordeal 
of Pain and Suffering. 


20th.—Spiritual Development through the Ordeal 


of Wealth or Poverty. 


27th.— Open Meeting st which written. questions 
from the audience on subjects concerning 
Spiritualism will be answered. 
May 1th.—Concluding Meeting of the Session. 


A VOICE FROM THE PAST. 


` M.A. 


Oxon)” ох His Day ахь OURS. 


We take the following from an address delivered before the 
British National Association of Spiritualists in 1880. It has 
an instructive bearing on the outlook of the movement thirty- 


six years ago and its position and prospects to-day. Some of 


it, indeed, is curiously applicable to the present time, but it is 


all of interest and moment. 

It is a little difficult to find out sometimes who and what a 
Spiritualist is. lic journal, is 
“an ardent , nevertheless, the writer is kind 
will make a good successor to Professor Clerk 
ed friend, Serjeant Cox, is being 
undoubted orthodoxy as one 
the outside world regarded | 
| the subj | 
t I may call а Psychi 
and men of h 


lament 


d he was 
and I supp 
ho attest t 
or the 
menal : hey would themselves disdain the name of 
] 1 litas a nick-name ed by ign 
» threshold (not, howev 
oni "), and hardly come within the 

n now, except in the way of passing 
excellent work they perform in intro- 


are dwellers on tl 


at large, 
abstract tbat all sh: 
themselves enjoy: L 
] rudely handled ! 


be partakers of privileges 
t practically their experience is too sacred 


which would 


he outer world, 


m to be 


ions, and so they shrink into 
How many of such 


pr ask cold « 
seclusion, and seek only to be left al 
there are whom the world never hears of, Spiritualists par ercel- 
ence as regards their faith, none but such as are behind t 
With exceptional means in 
some ways of knowing, Ї am more and more astonished year 
by year at the extent to which this most private and personal 
form of Spiritualism—the very core and kernel of the move- 
ment—obtains amongst us, and especially in country districts 
The simple folk who swell tbe numbers of those of whom I now 
speak are not perplexed by any doubts: the intellectual q 
tionings that beset more subtle minds pass over their heads 
with a harmless whirring which only causes them to look up in 


, and pry, 


scenes can even rougbly guess, 


1 
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surprise: they have something like—the best modern imitation 
I know of—that overmastering Faith, on which the paralysis of 
Doubt has never fallen, which Eastern hyperbole declared 
capable of moving mountains. So long as these do not fail 
from amongst us—and they increase and will inerease, I have 
no fear—we shall never lack Spiritualists. 


PHILOSOPHICAL SPIRITUALISM. 


Of late, another class of Spiritualists, the Philosophical 
Spiritualist, has come into some prominence. He seeks to 
penetrate below the surface, and to apply to the subject of 
Modern Spiritualism” the dark hints and cunning speculations 
of the Ancients and Meditevalists. If his mind be metaphysical 
he will concern himself with speculations as to the nature of 
Matter, Time, Space, and the various ideas which men have 
framed, and which have gradually assumed a position of reality 
їп our arguments to which they are not entitled. If he be a 
Platonist, he will be attracted by the modern school of whom 
Henry More and Thomas Táylor are perhaps the best examples. 
Theosophical leanings will correlate him intellectually with the 
abstruse system of Jacob Behmen, and land him in a state of 
mind when the exoteric phenomena of Spiritualism will no 
longer interest but rather will disgust, and when, in point of 
fact, he will cease to be a Spiritualist, 
sense of the word altogether. 

A middle course has given rise to another school of Modern 
Theosophists, recruited principally from the ranks of philoso- 
phical Spiritualists, and devoted both to the observation 
(though in a minor degree) of the phenomena called Spiritual, 
to speculation as to their cause, and especially to the study of 
the innate powers of the human spirit. They usually deny or 
make light of what to the Spiritualist is his central article of 
faith—the return of the departed: but they do a very necessary 
work in calling attention to what Spiritualists too often ignore, 
the potency of the human spirit; and they set us also an 
example that many may well follow, of intelligent reasoning 
and investigation respecting phenomena the surface explana- 
tion of which we are too often ready to accept without enquiry 
until we find that "things are not always what they seem. 
"There should be no antagonism at all between the Spiritualist 
pure and simple, who lives in the practice of communion with 
his departed, and the Theosophist who brings a speculative 
philosophy to bear on the facts presented by the Spiritualist 
indeed, the union of the two minds would seem to be the des 
deratum. But, as a matter of fact, the Theosophist is a li cs 
inclined to question and perhaps to ridicule Spiritualism— 
has not far to go in order to &nd material for h 


in any fair and usual 


he 
fe and 


ES 
the Spiritualist is a little inclined to resent this by bringing 
him а from the airy region of unproven spec ulations to the 


domain of fact. This, however, is mere surface friction, and 
nothing but good can result from the intercourse of men of all 
shades of opinion who will bring honest, fearless, and impartial 


— to bear on the great 26 problems of life and mind " 
which concern us all. 


RELIGIOUS SPIRITUALISM. 


‘This class embraces also some representatives of a sc 
Є which is spreading very widely in the ranks of Sr 
ualists both i in this country and in America—I mean Religious 
. Idonot use a narrower term because Sp iritualists, 
Who see in the midst of the apparent chaos that surrounds 
them the dawnings of law and order as the Spirit of God 
broods over its waste, do not always take the same view of the 
Supreme. The Spiritualist, who regards the abnormal condi- 
fons produced by the action of Spirit in this world as merely 
the phenomenal manifestation attendant on the close of one 
tion, era, or epoch, and the ushering in of a new réy 

With wider spiritual knowledge, and clearer insight into Trut 
ТУ is by no means at one on all religious topics with 
earnest brother. Theological training, or the absence 

of it, will tell ; and one mind rebounds from a narrow c ramping 
l miscalled orthodoxy, to a broad and rather shadowy 
ышт, ог to а still more shadowy Pantheism: while another 
fests in the familiar by-paths of the creed of its childhood, and 
"ees no reason to love any the less dearly the lessons of faith 
imt from a mother's lips, or to discard the old well-worn 
to which the association of scenes past for ever lend 

a mellowing influence. 

These minds are infinitely varying im their conceptions of 
rot His dealings with man, and of man's necessary relations 
: Ав time rolls by, these views will harmonise, and out 
fusion will come what I think I can dimly discern in 
Mine, looming through the mists that hang around me 
Г Religion of the Future. Be this as it may, the great 
B for congratulation that strikes me in the outlook that I 
ing to take, is this undoubted inclination o on the 


his 
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PSYCHIC EVIDENCES: THE NEED OF 
DISCRIMINATION. 


One of the faults of our race as Britons or, rather, 
to be patriotic, let us say one of the defects of our quali- 
ties—is a general inability to make fine distinctions, to 
discriminate between things which, though superficially 
alike, have nothing in common. Now, the Latin races have 
this quality in a conspicuous degree—they have an artistic 
sensitiveness which, however we may despise it as some- 
thing " hair-splitting " and “ niminy piminy ” when applied 
to large propositions, is a very necessary matter when 
dealing with fine and delicate problems. In France or 
Italy the scientist and the scholar are called upon to deal 
With psychie questions; in our own country the appeal is 
too frequently to the policeman, We have even heard of 
Constables being called in to deal with ghosts—we mean 
genuine ghosts and not the vagaries of hot-water pipes, 
Pats or other purely mundane causes of supposed haunt- 
ings, We do not say that the Latin races do not also 
Wort to the police. But they discriminate. They put 
oem psychic frauds and humbuys with a strong hand, but 
their newspapers and learned societies take а keen interest 
їй genuine psychic experimentation—not always friendly, 
perhaps, but at least serious. ‘They have something better 
for it than guffaws. 

If we were asked what is the main cause of the lack of 
progress in the science of the supernormal in this country 

we should reply without hesitation- lack of the ability 


to discriminate. And we should level the charge against 
both sides. We should point out that the untrained sec 


Поп ої the Spiritualistic movement, however zealous and 
sincere, has for a long period accepted, without examina 

tion, a vast quantity of material as being all of the same 
order and having the same value throughout, and that this 
general medley of the real, the spurious and the doubtful, 
has reacted most injuriously on the credit of those who 
endorsed it, The critical outsider who examines it, as he 
is invited to do, quickly detects the worthless elements in 
the compound and, being in his own turn deficient in 
the sense of discrimination, usually arrives at the conclu 

sion that the samples submitted to him are representative 
of the whole mass. 

The "believers" who are rendered indignant by his 
verdict are generally blissfully unconscious that they are 
themselves mainly to blame, Had they studied the deeper 
issues of their own subject they would know that it is too 
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vast and complex to be handled in any hapha ird. fa hion, 


[hey are quite correct in maintaining the existence of n 


spiritual realm, of spirit communication, and ol pirit 


agency in the phenomena into which they invito investi 
in the refusal or the 


gation. Where they go astray is 


inability to recognise other uses, This 1 all the 
more strange because the old, thoughtful and scholarly 
investigators of Spiritualism forty or fifty years ago 


had put all these things on record many times, They 
gained no slight knowledge of the psychological conditions 
of a séance, and diseovered the possibility of a great deal 
of supposed psychic phenomena taking place without any 
evidence of independent spirit agency whatever being at 
the back of it. 


a very subtle and complex problem, and is capable in psy 


They discovered that the human mind is 


chologiealstates of generating a great deal of counterfeit 
psychic matter, just as the body in certain states will 
counterfeit diseases so exactly like the real ones that only a 
trained physician can detect the difference. 

We note 
it in passing for the behoof of those who, having been 


It is far too large a question to go into here. 


urged to investigate Spiritualism, and who, having done во 
and found the results disappointing, have retired from the 
quest wondering audibly how the many intelligent persons 
who follow the subject can have been deceived by such 
transparent nonsense, the fact being, of course, that the 
intelligent Spiritualist is quite well aware of the existence 
of failures and illusions, but being persevering and dis 
criminating has attained his convictions by the discovery 
of real evidences. We have heard the man in the street 
denounced for his ribald laughter at some of the “evi 
dences” put forward by rash and callow propagandists, 
But to speak plainly, we should think very poorly of the 
man in the street if he did not laugh at statements which 
are sometimes an insult to human dignity and common 
sense. 

These are hard sayings but they need to be said. 

Very often, it is true, the public ridicules realities, but 
that is because the realities are put forward ignorantly in 
a false disguise, A psychic with the psychometric faculty, 
for instance, sees a genuine picture of some scene of the 
past, it may be an historic episode, with all the human 
figures playing their several parts. But he gives out that 
the whole scene is being enacted at the present moment, 
and that all the figures he sees are actual spirit persons. 
He is terribly annoyed when his story is derided by those 
whose intuitions are sufficiently alert to warn them that in 
an intelligently ordered universe this is not likely to be 
true. The episode, if correctly presented, would not 
awaken this ridicule, first, because it would be true (and 
truth has a compelling power) and, secondly, because it 
would be more in line with probability and human experi 
ence, We have the kinematograph, the living pictures; 
and the quick intelligence of the modern mind —and in 
telligence is more widely diffused to-day than it used to be 
Stupid and 
bigoted people who deride a truth find out their mistake 


would at once recognise the analogy. 


and pay a bitter penalty sooner orlater; but to be fair we 
must admit that some of the popular derision excited by 
certain aspects of our subject is provoked not by truth but 
by travesties of it. 

Discrimination, then, is urgently needed not only in the 
critics, but in the protagonists of Spiritualism. It is nota 
question to be settled entirely by science, as a great scientist 
who is also a Spiritualist has himself pointed out, Science 
has to stand mute in the presence of the affections; it 
cannot analyse the emotions, or explain those intuitions 
which without logie or reasoning arrive unerringly at true 
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Spiritualism an the 


ends, 
greater part, 

|... ponsenso, but tho nonsense may be very revealing of hii 
i identity, and may contain, to those in tho 
] clinching evidences of it; 
high-flown eloquence utterly devoid of any evidence that it 
is he and not the medium who is talking 
tion to be employed must be very close and very earnest 
Tt must be the discrimination of common 
pedantry or of the schools, Pedantry would be more likely 
to nocopt the eloquence and discard then 
out examination, 
requires not. only the methods of the the clergy 
man, the artist and the literary man. It needs also the 
Tiotiely good sense of the average man and woman, When 
they quarrel on the subject, it is usually because one h 
invading the province of the other. The scientist may be 
tho final authority on the question whether а physical 
phenomenon did or did not happen, but bo may be a very 
poor judge us to whether a piece of script is good literature 
ora psychic painting” fine art, 
ol of religious emotions his opinion on the religious aspects 
шау be quite worthless, Again, when it i 
E it identity the average man or woman who is chiefly 
E red may be а better judge than all the rest put 

gether, 
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These also аго a part ol 


A spirit, being human, may talk very era 


orot, vary 


or he may discourse in terms of 
The discrimina 


sense and not of 


nonsense " with 
[3 ; ^ TT 
[he investigation of Spiritualism, then, 


scientist, 


And unless he is а man 


a question of 


A GENERATION AGO, 


- 
a 5 


__ (Едом "Lianr" or JANUARY 22ND, 1887.) 


Muy readers will remember Mrs, Oliphant's charming narra 
tion of the adventures of “A Little Pilgrim in the Unseen” 
opri nted by Macmillan), 1882, of which I made some mention 
@ columns; and also of that further narration in which 
p Little Pilgrim goes up Higher." 
ot р too grateful for one of the most impressive pieces of 
teaching over put before us, a further narrative " of the 

Pilgrim's Experiences in the Spiritual World; not her 
| story (ns the other parts were), but drawn from the 


We have now, and we 


It is а most impressive piece 
in ig presented in . taking form. " Notes by 
M 

n" by “М.А, (Oxow.)." 


From 


alty exists in discriminating true science from 
fee in the fact that, as pointed out by “M.A. 
4 in relation to communications from spirits out of the 
they are often very curiously mixed up in the spirit 
It would be very unjust not to recognise that tho 
ntist is not necessarily and, perhaps, is rarely, 
ly devoid of a desire to get at the truth, It is pitiful 
V шапу estimable folk there are quite incapable of 
üguishing, in anything, the spirit from the simulacrum. 
the pseudo-scientist deviates occasionally into right 
Similarly and more pitifully, for he may be expected 
better, the man of real scientific aptitudes and intui- 
om the difficulty inseparable from the weakness and 
human nature of recognising truth and the claims 
new aspects, retrogrades, without probably being 
into pseudo-scientific phantasies, It is sullicient 
carefully to watch the two, remembering that, 
"of truth and falsehood in religious systems, 
udo-seience are like the iron and clay in the 
dnezzar's image; they may cleave, but they 
to," —Arano A. WAS, 
“=== — 
[ЕВ OF SOCIETIES.—In view of the increasing 
k of newspaper distribution, we shall find it 
to go to pross a day earlior than hitherto, 
| to use any reporta received after the first 
o therefore earnestly hope that 
notices and announcements so that 
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EXPERIMENTS WITH THE 
TELEGRAPH, 


PSYCHIC 


(TELLE W ГҮҮ, 


Latoly Miss Beonteliord and J 
aftornoons with Mr. David Wilao 


and testing his invention known а 


spent two most. interesting 


n, learning about, lintening t», 


"Tho Paychi 
of the resulta obtained, whieh E think 


Telegraph 
The following are a few 
will be of interest to readers of Ligue 

One of the tosta, 
would work correctly when all eo 


on the part of Mi 


undertaken to disgover if the instrument 
nacious Influence and volition 


Wilson were eliminated, wae as follows 


Mins tod ТТ of two 
hundred, viz., the Aco of Нома, the 
Three of Diamonds, Mr, Wilson and Miss 


out of tho room and down the stairs, closing the door behind 


Beateherd soloi oarda from a pack 
King of Hearts and the 
Heatelord went 
face downwards in front of 
the instrument, and when ready callod Miss Bontoliord and Mr, 
Wilson back into the room. Mr, Wilson then sakod Misa 
Beatehord to ask the instrument to indicate the picture card 
left to right. The 


thom, 1 thon arranged the cards 


by buzzing its position, counting from 


instrument burzed three time ‘The picture card was in the 


third position, We repeated the experiment three tines The 


second was as dramatically suocossful, and the picture was 


indicated to be the first by one busz, Tho third was not 


quite во successful as the buzzing was vory faint, and although 
wo could not be quite 

and Mr 
atcherd 


experimenta tho 


it sounded like three, which was correct, 
decided 
of the room whilst. Miss 
of three 


certain, It was then to make 


Wilson and 


arranged the 


a t bange “ 
I went out 
cards, In two out 
picture card was indicated correctly The third was inter 


fered with by Miss Scatcherd the instrument, after buzaing 
the correct number, continued buzzing and buzzed an extra 
Miss Scatcherd stated 
mental question as to whether the number was correct Mr 


Wilson remonstrated that this would hardly be satisfactory to 


three, whioh was in answer to her 


others, 

The next afternoon we tested the capacity of the instru 
ment to give intelligent messages. It answered various quos 
tions by “You,” " No," or“ Doubtful,” vory satisfactorily, But 
when we tried for messages, cross-currenta appeared to be 
working. We obtained, however, one or two quite intelligible 


messages from which 1 select the following 
PLATONDSINDSIEZUFRIEDENHULLOM YMITIH RGHRO- 
TTESCAUR 
The name is evidently that of Platon Drakoulis, the Greek 


The other letters make thre« 


Tho first is German, in 


labour leader, phrases, evidently 


from three different. communicators 


which is interpolated the second, which is English ; thus 


Sind Sie Hullo my—mit ihn 


zufrieden 


The third appears to prevent the completion of the German 
sentence І interpret it as an attempt to write the name of 
Cecil Rhodes“ house in S. Africa, “‘Grotteschuur.” Mr 


Wilson informed me that he had had communications purport 
only one 
who could with safety approach and feed a certain bear on the 
estate. 


ing to be from a boy servant of Rhodes who was the 


Miss Scateherd asked whether a certain person was pre 


sent; the answer given was USK, evidently meaning “ You 
ask." It is frequently observed with these messages, as with 
other forms of automatic communications, that the intelligences 
spell phonetically, evidently in order to save time and energy 


The instrument then continued, and gave the following 
DAWSON ROGERSSAITOHARRY DASISTZULICHTVIELG 
SPRACHEN. 

Which I interpret as follows : 


Dawson Rogers, Bay (i) to Harry (then follows German) 


Das ist zu l(eJicht viel g(e)sprachen. 
The literal translation of which is 


much spoken.” 


“That is too 
(That is wach too lightly spoken.) 


lightly 
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I sting ggest I e by D. I n Licu f 
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у І as t may € ng 
Í ns s " to what v d 
awake. Let usask first what do we mean by 


This does not involve complete loss « f consciousness In dee 


sleep we lose consciousness of our physical environment 


there are strong reasons for believing that tl may be 


awake to other surroundings In the hypnoti p we know 


that the ego is actively conscious. If the discarnate at times 
experience a state corresponding t« r sleep state, this would 
only mean that for a while the conscious minds are withdrawn 
from their normal environment, not that they sre inactive 


" D. R.“ 


memories of earth life with such vividness as to create pictures 


suggests that in this condition they may revert to 


of these memories on the mind of a sensitive, who may at the 
time be associated with these scenes of their earthly life; The 
idea is reasonable. 

In Automatic or Spirit Writing,” by Sara A 


wood (a remarkable book which is not as widely known in this 


Under- 


eountry as it deserves to be), the question of sleep is referred 
to as follows: 

Mr. Underwood asked: Do you have there your seasons 
of rest, equivalent to our sleep? 
" Our ideas of 


When we rest we creep down to your 


The communicating intelligence replied : 
rest are not like yours. 
level." 

And further: " Dreams are the percipients of life-experi- 
ences—shams of being.“ 

This seems to bear out D. R.'s” contention. It suggests 
that on the other side a spirit may for a while sleep to its 
normal environment, and mentally " creep down" to earth, 
and in the perception of its past life-experiences enjoy the 
rest of a dream. The refreshment of dreams consists in the 
fact that the mind is occupied and interested without any sense 
of effort. 

This same communicator defines sleep as " the silence of 
thought ” (p. 97). 

But we may ask, is there anything to support the notion 
that such a dream might impress another, and an incarnate 
person ? 

In this connection the following incident is of great interest. 
It was reported by a Mrs. Manning to Professor Wm. James 
in 1594 

Mrs. Manning says that as she was a nervous child her 
elder sister used frequently to sit by her until she fell asleep, 
and if she awoke and called for her, she came and soothed her 


fo sleep again. After her marriage she wrote 


One night in November I awoke from 
wide awake, and yet to my own consciousness the little child 
Of years ago, in my own room in the old home; the sister had 
gone, and I was alone in the darkness. I sat up in bed and 
called with all my voice, Jessie! Jessie !”—my sister's name. 
This aroused my husband, who spoke to ше, 1 seemed to come 
gradually to realisation of my surroundings, and with difficulty 
adjusted myself to the present. In that moment I seemed to 
live again in the childhood days and home. I cannot express 
too strongly the feeling of actuality I had. For days after 
this the strange impression was with me, and I could recall 
many little incidents and scenes of child-life that I had 
entirely forgotten, 1 wrote to my sister next day and told 
her of the strange experience of the night before. In a few 
days I received a letter from her, the date the same as mine, 
and haying passed mine on the way, in which she said 
that such a strange thing had happened the night before 
that she had been awakened by my voice calling her name 
twice; that the impression was so strong that her husband 
went to the door to see if it could possibly be I, No one 
else had called her; she had not been dreaming of me, She 
distinctly recognised my voice. 


a dreamless sleep, 


Captain Manning writes : 


I distinctly recall the circumstances as related above by 
my wife, (“The Subliminal Self,“ by F, W. H. Myers, S. P. IK. 
" Proceedings,” Vol, XL, p. 355.) 


I 12 * 
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dead, that t ay, he suggests tl з а not t 
рїп 
Our great poet, perhaps, wrote better than he геа 1 whe 
i made Hamlet say 
For in that sleep of death what dreams may 
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, 


Must give us pause 


lf this is a correct explanation of many visions and haunt 


ings, certainly the thought does give us pause," and it m 
us realise how careful we should be to insure good dreams ir 
that after-death state, so that when we “creep down” to earth 
memories to seek the ' silence of thought” we may not only 
be refreshed, but may create refreshing visions for sensitive 


still incarnate minds. 


FROM SUN TO HEAVEN VIA EARTH. 


Bv E. E. 


CAMPION. 


IL—TnE ORIGIN or LIFE. 


That there was a beginning of life on this planet is indi- 
cated by geological research. Life did not always exist. The 
voleanie rocks underlying the strata and in parts breaking 
through the later deposits could not support life with its 
wonderful chemistry and elaboration of elements. Some years 
ago curious scientists tried to reconstitute the conditions under 
which life was created that they too might create. "They did 
She has done it. Nature“ 
most precocious children—men—can only watch the Gre 


Mother work. 
try to make life out of matter and sunlight ? 


not succeed. Nature alone knows. 


at 
But why did it ever occur to men of science t 
What if they 
It would have been the work of the sun after 
all. Ніз rays would have but awakened the sleeping atoms 


had succeeded ? 
into harmonious organisation. Тһе progress of the seasons 
shows picturesquely that both plant and animal life respond to 
the caress of the sun. His rays being nearer cause the spring 
Sunshine and 
No wonder that men have tried 
to prove that this relationship is that of cause and effect. 1 
life in its lowest form were once produced experimentally by 


flow of the tide of life which ebbs in autumn. 
life bear a close relationship. 


the action of sunlight on any substance, this would not disturt 
Christianity, Spiritualism, or any of the great religions, by $ 
hair's breadth. What it would upset would be the ugly throne 
of bigotry. In so far as it did that it would be beneficent. 
Life as it exists in human beings is manifestly twofold, and 
consists of tangible matter and invisible soul. A man charging 
on a battlefield is not driven onwards by his body but by his 
soul. The pen that writes this is impelled by no mere hand 
but the thoughts which are soul power direct the pen tos 
certain purpose, The soul does all the choosing and think 
ing and deciding, and is the captain of the human ship. Bodie 
are but timbers und working parts. Soul is a function of life 
it is life itself. 


tions of the hidden power, 


Bodies and their actions are only manifest 


When and how did soul begin its working and at what 
period did life appear on the planet? Geologists may hazanl 
Some may be millions of years nearer the truth than 
The only definite point is tha 


there must have been a beginning, and that it occurred prio 


guesses. 


others, but no one knows, 


to the time when the earliest fossiliferous strata of the earth! 
erust were being deposited. 
possibly never be known. In what form it may have occurrel 
is a legitimate subject for investigation, If a belief in th! 
vitalising power of the sun is held, this is not inconsistent 


In what form it occurred wil 


with the existence of soul nor with the dual nature of mankind 


while doing so it is altered. 
© grows cold and shines no longer. 
| started did more than shine or glow. 


| 
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Life may have been originally an equation in which certain 
matter of the earth's crust plus sun rays equalled vitality. "This 
is still true and therefore there is no novelty in the supposition 
Just how sun rays can vitalise will be explained in time 

The fact that it is not adequately demonstrated to-day is be- 
cause science has been engaged too exclusively on industrial 
and commercial propositions However, the kernel of the 
explanation must be the invisible self, for life is not a physical 
characteristic of the ultimate cells of living Life is the 
tissue, for when it is withdrawn the tissue ceases its activities 
and becomes gravedust. 
spiritual vigour. ‘The first living cell was the first aggregate of 
molecules which responded in a vital way to creative energy 

The way in which it responded was to capture for its own use 
а small parcel of cosmic energy. If sun rays strike a bright 
steel surface some of the light is reflected, some is absorbed 

some of the heat is reflected, some of it is aborbed. The steel 
shines and grows hot, but it does not live, it has captured 
no cosmic energy. It has waylaid the rays of the sun and 
But as the 


tissue. 


When matter lives it is the centre of 


steel is removed it 
The matter from which life 

It persisted to do some- 
F thing which the sun rays had, as it were, commanded it to do, 
The rays of the sun were not totally reflected nor totally ab- 
sorbed, nor totally used to raise the temperature of the matter. 
They formed along with the matter a system, a something 
which persisted in the ether as an organisation. This some- 
thing, this life, invisible, intangible, but infinitely capable of 
development, occurred at the beginning of that stage of 
evolution which marks the boundary between life and death; 
between matter and soul, between the facts of chemistry and 
those of psychology. Evolution began with ether forms, systems 
Ofvibration in the ether tethered to other systems of vibration. 
The first mentioned systems were once sun rays, the latter 
Systems Were once inanimate matter. Тһе two yoked together 
in holy companionship constitute life. From this broad con- 
ception the facts of earthly existence can be accounted for by 
aworking hypothesis. And until the hypothesis meets facts 
for which it cannot account, it must prevail. 


THE BROCKWAY 


The “Daily Mail” of the 9th inst. contained the following 
letter from the Rev. C. H. St. John-Mildmay :— 


бік, Ás you have done me the honour of singling me out 
from the little cloud of witnesses that hovered over the West 
London Police Court on Saturday last to testify to the gifts, 
as well as to the integrity, of Mme. Brockway, I “would ask you 
{о allow me to correct a false impression which your report 
may too possibly induce. 

Mn the first place, I would beg to say that I am nota 
_ Spiritualist, but only an investigator, a humble investigator, 
in this mysterious field of inquiry and research. As such 1 
came into touch with Mme. Brockway, and was, indeed, one 
СЕ the first to greet her, at the house of my friend Mr. 
em upon her arrival from the United States. I know 

‘Brockway, therefore, privately as well as through her 
° séances. 

Your reporter is in error in saying, when alluding to the 
| spirit of a deceased friend, that I “called him up.” Such an 
L— expression I should never have thought of employing. But 1 
could not һауе employed it here, as the friend referred to was 
"woman and has passed over” just on forty years ago. I 
vonsulted Mme. Brockway simply as an investigator, not at 
Eos а convinced disciple. And I have no hesitation in 
that although the result of my investigations leaves me 
much where I was before—that is, with a perfectly open 
"unbiassed mind— believe Mme. Brockway to be a 


pec and worthy of the respect and esteem of the 
ө. 

С. Н, Sr. Jonn-MitpMay. 
thenaum, Pall Mall. 
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V. J. Cnawkonp' В long-expected book, " The Reality 
Phenomena,” giving an account of his experiments, 
on the severest scientific lines, at the Goligher circle 
now ready, and may be obtained at the office of 
"don 4s. 114, 
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THE LURE OF THE 


By Percy R 


UNKNOWN. 
STREET 


adds a 


small measure to 


of the ertain zest to 


th 


The fascination unknown 


human life and contributes in no ле spirit 


of adventure ever present in our midst 


It was the lure of the unknown, urging the voyagers and 


explorers of the past to leave the pleasant security of their 
birthland and brave the perils of the distant seas, which led to 
so much maritime knowledge and experience as well as the 


founding of colonies. The same factor, together with the many 


fascinations of scientific research, leads to Arctic and Antarctic 
ration, In spite of 
jupled with the 


jst to have con- 


adventures and submarine and aerial navig 


the strain and turmoil of our modern life, с 


fact that science and its discoveries seem almo 


signed romance to oblivion, the spirit of adventure lingers yet 


in the shadows of our path awaiting the certain call; for all 


the revealments of science notwithstanding, we ever dwell on 


the edge of the unknown. Man is a restless being, never satis- 


fiel or contented, the phenomenal of to-day becomes the 


commonplaee of to-morrow ; and so he goes on, generation after 


generation. "This lure of the unknown is certain to lead him 


into positions in which he will find himself at variance with 


established custom and belief; nevertheless, not for long can 


even his inherent regard for the voice of authority restrain his 
impetuous тау шау be the social ог financial ге- 
[n no case has this been so exem- 


Here we find 


defiance of 


sults of his venturing. 
plified 
suing his natural bent in apparent 


as in psychie research. man pur- 
constituted 
authority and subjecting himself to the cold scorn of the 
Scientist, the veiled threats of the 


but not least, to the openly-expressed 


materialistic scarcely 


ecclesiastic, and last, 


Nothing, however, turns 
Is it just the 


ridicule of many of his neighbours. 
him from his task, and we may wonder why. 
lure of the unknown, or is there some deeper instinct demand- 


Psychic 


class of human life, and the dreamy-eyed " other 


research claims its disciples from 
-worldly " 


enthusiast by no manner of means predominates, for it is no 


ing satisfaction ? 
every 


uncommon sight to see the hard man of affairs put aside his 
worldly schemes to discuss sometimes with enthusiasm the 
It is through contact 


pros and cons of psychic evidences.” 


»sychically researching” that we gain 
рз) J 


of this “ lure 


with the many classes “ 
some idea of the 
the partially known. 

It may not be wise to write of the dangers connected with 


rationale of the unknown,” or 


such research, lest the suggestion fall upon too impressionable 
minds. Nevertheless,we learn through experience, and although 
we may not be able to prepare a complete map of the areas 
likely to be traversed by the 


post here and there will not come amiss. 


researcher, the erection of a sign- 

Enthusiasm is а beautiful thing when rightly supported by 
common-sense and practicability. Without such safeguards it 
leading its possessor much 
pitfalls 


is too often a dangerous quality, 
astray. Again, innocence is no protection against the 
of the unknown. 

Psychic research demands reason, judgment and caution, 
coupled with sympathy, intuition, and honesty of purpose. 
And if dangers and difficulties are encountered, they will, on 
careful examination, be found to arise mainly from a lack of 
the use of these qualities of mind. То argue, as many seek 
to do, that man was not intended to lift the veil hiding the 
mysteries of our existence is not reasonable; since, were it 
not so intended, the unknown would never become known. 
Man has, without doubt, discovered many things hithérto un- 
suspected—or which, if suspected, had not become matters of 
common knowledge or experience 
ealeulable benefit to humanity. 


Psychic research has opened the door of another world and 


which have proved of in- 


enabled us to realise something of our larger possibilities. It 
has placed on a firm scientific basis facts which have enlarged 
our outlook and added significantly to our knowledge of our- 
selves and our relation to life. Many appear to think that, 
having revealed our certain survival beyond bodily death and 
prepared the way for post-mortem communion, psychic research 
has completed its task, 


danger in psych search 
, analysis ; the fascination of the subject, t r wit ardent 
f yearning after experiences, ofttimes leads to the acceptance of 
/ evidences as veritable truth which will not bear the light of 
f reasonable criticism This can be av Lex There is r need 


/ t 


gence Perhaps, after all, the lure of t 


accept unreliable evidence 


newely and are within the unde 


marked in the beginning of .our 


when mitact wm esta! M ith t 


The 


world zest for 


" à ы 
encouraged to undertake psychic excu ns which, if he 
err ful to maintain self ntr ar 7 rit 4 


may place him in ar nviable positior Ho» 
it been our lot to re 


ramones of psychic adventure solemnly propounded as fact 
Sd from their constant reiteration accepted by others a 
Only to have them exploded later when the real trutl 
revealed. Т "wil o the wisp” of fascin Т ire of 
e unknown, has led them across the unr llan the 
уйле world, only to land them finally in the т f dou 
and dismay 

The trut of Spiritoalisr s maintains y t И 
stration of certain fact the al of man bey bodily 
death ; the reality of the other w "T n I 
it; the process by which such int А und 4 
Decessary preparation we must ke 

No dang m to be appre? led f natur 
when man is properly equipped. Nevertheless, as with all oti 
research, judgment and reason must fu ‘ ed ir i 
consideration of the resulte. Let tbe researcher ful ' 
the infidence of the Iure of the unknown, and whe " i 
contact with the other world understand that 111 sorta ar 
Conditions of men " are there whose intellectual and spiritual 


powers differ as distinctly as they themselv 
The unwise and the ignorant › 
fact than the wise and enlightened, and we can get into 
with them all in the degree that we barrr 

in all cases our reason and intellect 
must aid us in our final conclusions. We speak too frequently 
ot” guides and controls” sa И these beings were better able to 
conduct our affsirs than we ourselves, and it i» a melancholy 
fact that many seem to hare surrendered all power of choice 
and will, and are content to follow blindly any and е 
tion from the spirite, no matter w 


do individua 


ay be nearer the fringe of cor 


P 


nise with thetn 


ал we as our mtuitions, 


ery dire 


mt the cost may be to them 


form whi 


I rehend the 


‹ at › t ear 
that there ar r t 
me facts wl may b ti 
facta t andscapes and t ms t 
me t at eithe these tact [í 
tat nt mbohca nt 
groping way in the f 
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"LIGHT" “TRIAL” SUBSCRIPTION. 
As an inducement to new and casual readers to become 
subscribers, Ligut will be sent for thirteen 
for 2s. 6d., as a “ trial ubscription It is sugg 


readers who have friends to whom they would like to introd 
the paper should avail themselves of this offer, and forward to 
the Manager of Lianr at this office the name 
of such sipt of which, together with the 
requisite postal order, he will be pleased to send Тлонт tot 

by post as stated above 


в and addresses 


friends, upon rei 


We are informed that the practice of the late Dr. G 


KEneausse (" Papus ") in Paris has been taken over by Dr. Bonnet- 
Lemaire, who will continae on the same lines as his predecessor 
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SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


LONDON 


C the Savon or THE ROYAL Society or BRITISH 
Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S. W. (near the 
National Gallery), or 

THURSDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 22nd, 1917. 


When AN 


MR. J 


ADDRESS will be given by 
H. VAN STONE. 


i ITLEI 


THE MOTHER OF 


“ ATLANTIS: NATIONS.” 
The doors will be ope 


eqmmence pun 


Admission by ticket only. Two course tickets are sent at 
the beginning of the season to each Member, and one to each 
Associate, Other friends desiring to attend any of the lec- 
tures can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
St. Martin's-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
for each ticket. 


remittance of 1s 


Thursday evening 


The of the 


addresses in the Salon is as follows 


March 22nd 


programme remaining 

Is Spiritualism of the Devil?” by the Rev. F 
Fielding-Ould, M.A. (Vicar of Christ Church, 
Albany-street, N.W.) 

April 26.—* Art and the Other World” (with lantern illustra- 

tions), by the Rev. J. Tyssul Davis, В.А. 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W. C. 
For THE STUDY or PsvcHICAL PHENOMENA. 

CramvoyaxT Descriptions.—Tuesday nert, January 30th, 
Mrs, Jamrach,at 3 p.m. No one will be admitted after that hour. 

Рвуснс Crass.—Thursday nert, February Ist, at 5 p.m., 
Mr. W, J. Vanstone, Ph.D., on " Swedenborg," the first lecture 
of a series on " The Great Seers.” 

INFORMAL GATHERINGS,— Members and 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St 
Friday afternoon, February 2nd, from 3 to 4, and to introduce 
friends interested in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, 


Associates 
Martin’s-lane, on 


are 


the exchange of experiences, and mutual helpfulness. 

Talks WITH A SPIRIT CoNTROL.—Friday nert, February 
2nd, at 4 p.m., Open Meeting, at which written questions from 
thé audience on subjects concerning Spiritualism will be 
answered by Mrs. М. H. Wallis's control, “ Morambo." 
IMPORTANT NOTICE.— Admission to the 
Béance is strictly confined to Members 
for whom Members have the privilege of purchasing tickets at 
one shilling each, if application be made before the date of 
meeting. Each ticket must bear the name and address of the 
person using it, and be signed by the Member through whom it 
is obtained be admitted on 
payment of one shilling 


Tuesday 


and their personal friends, 


To all other meetings visitors car 


LYING SPIRITS." 


Referring to th juestion of the existence of 


ñ Presbyt« rian minister writes calling attention to t f у 
ing passages in the Bible 

І. Kings, xxii, 21 And there came forth a spirit and 
stood before the Lord, and said, Í will persus le him And the 
Lord said unto him, Wherewit And he said, Í will go forth, 
and I will be a lyin t in the mouth of all his prophet 
And he said, Thou shalt pe ule m, and prevail als р 
forth and do во IL. Chronicles, xviii, 22 Now, therefore, 
behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of these 
thv prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil' against thee 
Job xii, 10, 17 : With him is strength and wisdom: the de 
ceived and the deceiver are hi He leadeth counsellors away 


spoiled and maketh the judges fools 

Mrs, Beatrice Owen also sends us a letter t 
effect. In truth, the existence of these distorted intelligences 
is one of the primary facts of psychic science, well known to 


much the same 


every serious Investigator 


but to 


scream, 


VANO( 


onversions is 


Tur art of making not to 
state truth and to state it over and over again 


* Sir Artbur Conan Doyle finds it impossible to speak on this date 


of the Alliance 
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FROM SUN TO HEAVEN VIA EARTH 


By E. E. Cam 


PION 


REASON AND INHERITANCE 


After life was originated on this earth, after a congerie 
molecule nergy from the sun, evolution 
gal n The previous evolution of t 
planet w dawned the era of life, but 
wa of Know cl humar 
eas vas planted. It should be said that man knows some 
vhat ! e lives; plants, animals and birds are content t 
ve, and do not " bother their head It is reason which caus 
trouble well as ecstasies of spiritual pleasure unknown to the 


'onscion 
The 


was vital ideas, which became 


the ideas come under the ‹ 


will, no human race is possible. 


brute creation For antil 


manipulation of the 
fundamental necessity of life 
elaborated into instinct by the prevalence of racial memory 
The lower creation do reason, indeed, in an elementary way 
ideas working together 


almost their sole guide 


but their reason is the result of a few 
Instinct is 


Instinct operates in th 


for the preservation of life. 
a pretty safe one on the whole. 
its The 


Birds are chary of picking up crumbs ina 


moth which burns wings. burned cat fears the fire 
because it reasons. 
garden where a cat once prowled, though no eat is there now 
Instinct was born when the sunflower learned to follow the sun 
with its corolla, when the dog learned to bark at the slightest 
sound in the night, and when the bees and ants formed their 
wonderful communities in which laws as strict as those of Lycur- 


duties of each 


gus decide the fate and class of citizens. It 
took the expansive force of the Athenian intellect to depart 
from Spartan regularity, and all progress is a development of 
idea-mobility in contradistinetion to the action and reaction of 
a narrow range of ideas. 

A migratory bird's mind contains a map. In the ether the 
organisation of which forms the bird's soul is a precise scale 
picture map, showing elevations, the rivers which have to be 
followed, the clumps of trees which must be passed, and all the 
features of the landscape. At migration the leaders who have 
the map the plainest in their minds and who are sturdy of wing 


are chosen. Their bird minds lead them as securely over the 


country and sea as the map carried by an airman leads him to 
his objective. Jut they have this advantage over the airman, 
that they apparently have ideas which he has not, denoting 
“ general 


direction. The whole process is dependent upon a 


idea ” or idea system having been formed gradually by succes- 
sive generations, the experience represented by it being handed 
on entire by heredity to each succeeding generation. Only a 
very few operative ideas are inherited intact at birth in the case 
of human beings, but birds sometimes are born into a series of 
full-fledged ideas so that the chicken pecks and the duckling 


swims without maternal tuition, those actions being much more 


a baby begins with, aní 


licated than the simple ideas 


crying in order to fill the lungs, and suck- 


Í 


to imbibe n*triment 


inherit ideas in a different form from that 


animals inherit The etheric system which й 
hard and fast, brittle, not to be 
adapted to not the 


necessary tor ea y growth Their ideas just compel them t 


in whic lows 


bird easily 


the soul of а 


has plasticity 


changed ‹ ynditions, and 


ancestral line has found necessary 


which the 
The 
jul which only gradually crystallises into the 
Hence the 
need for careful tending and teaching and the immense power 
A potentially 


по certain thing 


malleable 


ervation start with 4 


for it human privilege is to 
more 


habits which fit the organism to its environment. 


which early influences exercise upon human life. 
great man can never become great unless he has inherited a 
has the opportunities t 


He has 


matures by experience, his 


mass of latent ideas and unless he 
come into the inheritance through a life's experience. 
His 


general ideas rise tier upon tier, constellation upon constella 


tion, until the vibrations of his thought have the varied and 


to earn promotion. mind 


delicate modulation which fits them to attract into the sphen§ 


of the man's intellect his inherited stores of thought. It i 
quite true that some men never fill out their minds to the 
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potential extent, their mental reach never grasps the outer and 
grander truths which the laborious lives of thoughtful fore- 
fathers have accumulated. A drunkard loses and never gains 
| А wording who grovels in gross pleasures is engaged all his 
life in drawing impenetrable curtains over the 
depths and altitudes of inherited faculty. 
Honour to father and mother brings long days, but what 
is honouring a father and that priceless of all gifts, a mother ? 
It is living so that their strife with life shall not have been in 
vain, and so that the conclusions distilled therefrom shall be 
made the basis of thoughts transcending all ancestral thinking. 
ТЕ this is done real progress is made and the human race is the 
Hoher. Scientists tell us we are not born with innate ideas, but 
only with potentialities. Perhaps it would be nearer the mark 
ito state that we are born with innate ideas, but that we only 
vome into possession of the best of them when life's experience 
has made us appreciate that they are there. І was speaking to 
) aschoolboy the other day, and told him that Napoleon saw a 
"bright star when he was going to be successful. Then Napo- 
-Jeon must have been drunk," And the world would 
doubtless echo the boy. But.some 
уе been helped bythem. May it not be that some of these 
visions are glimpses—intimations of immortality—the 
юй Teaching out to its inheritance, tending upwards to its 
and receiving help from those who are gone, but whose 
bridges the gap between earth and heaven? If that boy 
had been older and in the direct line of descent from Napoleon, 
he might have seen that sobriety and visions were not in- 


profounde: 


he replied. 


people do see visions and 


SPIRITUALISM AND THE CHURCH. 


writes :— 
May I be permitted to express my sympathy with the Rev. F. 
) Fielding-Ould’s outspoken criticisms with regard to the attitude 
Of certain Spiritualists towards the Churches, Do such Spirit- 
is ever trouble to open the Church papers and read the 
y spiritual, helpful and interesting articles, sermons and 
5 appearing week after week? Do they acquaint them- 
with the great work our missionaries are doing in every 
ofthe globe? lam notalluding to the work of conversion 
but to the educating, feeding, clothing, bringing up, and 
y treating the poor, the miserable and the outcast of 
mation and tribe—labouring, many of them, under hard- 
mand dangers of which comfortable people at home have 


BA Ghurchwoman " 


МЕ J. Arthur Hill meant his article seriously (L was 
d to take it humoronsly) and really imagines that Spirit- 
has fcr its object "the helping of the Churches out of 
materialism” I would refer him to the Rev. G. Vale 
article in the previous issue of Lian, in which that 
п thinks it safe to say that all Christians deprecate 


n.” 


п. 
idea of “Spiritualism helping the Churches out of their 
ism” is rather comical when coming from a writer 
d in criticising the materialistic conceptions of Spirit- 
s with regard to a future state. 


We have received the following letter from Mr. J. Arthur 


11 ;- 


а very sorry that my remarks on the Church in Lian 
camber 30th have seemed offensive to Mr. Fielding-Ould. 
with him most heartily that there are many e lergymen 
Pare “excellent and useful souls," and I said co, in those 
ls. АТ also agree to the millions of good ( 'hurch- people. 
Е this does not touch my point about obsolete doctrine 
Jastiog punishment, resurrection of the body, and the 
indeed, Mr. Fielding-Ould tacitly admits by pleading 
ince for the Church's “old eyes and inability to take 
I fear I ¿m uncharitable. The clerics were un- 
table to me when they damned me for ever—seared my 
h s pul with their Hell-sermons—because I could not 
ay I agreed with their partieular interpretation of 
. I admit, however, that I ought to return good 
y more charity than I received. I try, but often 
, th it is said that onlookers see most of the 
nk there would be much to be said for the conten- 
am not a good judge of the Churches; for I have 
| а sermon for over eighteen years. My attitude and 
the result of the thousand or so that I had 
yeure before that. 
LOI " B 


F 2 


=} 


CLAIRVOYANCE IN COURT. 


A FongTUNE-TELLER Escapes ву Proving His GENUINENESS. 


(REPRINTED FROM “ Licur” or Jury 318т, 1915.) 


When a psychic having degraded his or her gifts to the 
business of fortune-telling falls into the hands of the police, it 
is too often found that the “ fortunes” told to the witnesses 
for the prosecution were nonsensically false. It is a pity that 
it should be so. If it were otherwise the prisoner, although 
convicted as a law-breaker, would not also appear to have 
obtained money by the sale of spurious war es 

A remarkable exception to- the usual rule is seen in a case 
recently heard in a New York Court of Justice, 


named Reese, convicted of fortune-telling, appealed against his 


when a man 


sentence. His counsel's plea was that his 
fortune-teller but á scientist, and he 
demonstration in court. The 


client was not a 
offered to provide a 
judge agreed and selected two 
newspaper men to assist in the experiment." We 
the “ Washington Post " of the 


quote from 
2nd inst. 

The reporters wrote the maiden names of their 
which, so far as they knew, were 
building In addition the; 

As the slips were finally a 


“Electa Winans, 


mothers, 
in the 


{ two questions each. 


wn to no one eise 


'rib 


rranged they read as follows 


Emma Drew.“ Where did I do my 


first newspaper work?” “How old is Henry C. Terry ?" 
“What is the covering on this floor?” And “Is Charlie 
Becker guilty ? ” 
The slips were brought into the room where Reese was 
waiting. They had been folde d so that no writing was visible. 


Under his direction they were placed in a hat and mixed up. 
teese was five feet away. Then the slips were placed in the 
reporters' pockets. 

Each man then toc yk out a slip, still folded, and pressed it 
against the exhibi | He turned to one man and 
said, “ Your nx ther’ s maiden name was Electa Winans.” To 
the other he said, 
guilty. 


tor's bald he 


' You w: int to know if Charles 
He is not re ally gu 


The тє k tw ps Í і pockets 
and | I y ‹ I еа s 

“You want to know how old Te TT 
Then, plainly puzzled, he s k his head and І to the 
question about floor covering. He said this was something about 
a glove. He gave correctly the words on the slip concerning 


the first newspaper work. 
The last slip Reese took in his hand, but did not open it 
He then handed it back and directed the writer to hold it. 


Then Reese said, Emma Drew.“ 
The answer to the first five question 
room immediately adjoining the court, but í 


walked into the courtroom and gave his answer in 

of the judge and jury. The men selected to 

described what had taken place outside 
Assistant District Attorney Flint also 1 


perimenting. When Reese was in Flint's 

on a slip of paper, Am I going to get 

He got the reply, Yes, it w 1 

Bostwick told " t R« I 

the particulars of a financial trar tion about hr пе 
else knew. 

Judge Rosalsky then explained that Reese had given a 
demonstration in the judge’s chamber last week. The judge 
wrote the questions, What was the rule in the Shelley case š 19 
" How much money have I in the Bank 2” and “ What is 
the name of my favourite school teacher?" The demonstrator 
not only told what the questions were, but gave the correct 
replies.” 

Reese is seventy-four years old, and has given exhibitions 


before many prominent persons. Thomas A. Edison has tried 
vainly to solve the secret of his powers 

“I don’t know myself how I do it,” he said to a reporter 
for the World." “The answers just sort of flash on my 
brain as a brain picture just as ordinary 
through the eye. 

“As for that question about Mr. Terry, who I understand 
is a deacon, I read it correctly at once, but he looks so young I 
didn't care to guess his age." 


objects are seen 


According to the newspaper account the “ 
won his case. 


fortune-teller " 


THE most exquisite folly is made of wisdom spun too 
fine.—BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 


T LG 


OFFICE Ol MARTIN LANE 
LONDON, W.C 


JANUARY ‚ 1917 


LIGHT," 110, 81 


SATURDAY 


Tight: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 

Paice TWOPENCE 

COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be 

the Editor, Office of Ілонт, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C 

Business communications should in all cases be addressed to Mr 

F. W. South, Office of Lieut, to whom Cheques and Postal Orders 
should be made payable, 


WEEKLY 


addressed to 


Subscription Rates.—Liont may be had free by post on the following 
terms :— Twelve months, 10s. 10d Ë Payments 


; six months, 5s. 5d 
must be made in advance, To United States, 2dol. 700. To France, 
Italy, &c., 15 franc 


s B6 centimes, 
Wholesale Agents: Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and 


Co., Ltd., 51, Paternoster-row, London, E.C., and Lieut can be 
ordered through all Newsagents and Booksellers, 


APPLICATIONS by Members aod Associates of the London Spirit- 
walist Alliance, Ltd., for the loan of books from the Alliance 
Library should be addressed to the Librarian, Mr. B. D. Godfrey, 
Office of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin's-lane, W.O. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE 

(LTD.): ITS PAST AND ITS FUTURE. 

|t seems necessary at this time to say a few words 
eoncerning the institution of which this journal is the 
official organ, Its full history would cover many pages. It 
is not intended here to give more than a few salient points 
and roughly to sketch out an ideal plan of future work 
under happier conditions than those which at present 
prevail. 

The Alliance was formed in the year 1884 and grew 
out of the old Central Association of Spiritualists, which 
was a reconstitution of the British National Association of 
Spiritualists. It limited 


(limited by guarantee and not having a capital divided 


was registered as a company 
into shares ") under the Companies Acts, 1862 to 1893, in 
the year 1896. 
obtain for it à Charter on the same lines as the Society for 
Psychical Research, which existence 
partly through the exertions of the late Mr. E. Dawson 
Rogers (for many years editor of Ілсит and President of 
the London Spiritualist Alliance), a fact alluded to by Sir 
William Barrett in Lian of November 11th last (p. 365). 

The attempt to obtain a Charter proving unsuccessful, 


An attempt had been previously made to 


Society came into 


Tesort was made to the provisions of the Companies Acts, 
and the original subseribers to the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association were the Earl of Radnor, the Hon. 
Perey Scawen Wyndham, Alfred Russel Wallace, F. R. S., 
Major-General А. W. Drayson, Lieut.-Colonel Le Mesurier 
Taylor, Mr. C. C. barrister-at-law, Mr. J. F. 
Collingwood, Mr. Withall, Mr. E. 
Rogers. Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, it may be mentioned in 
passing, was a He the 


National Press Agency, of which he was for many years 


M assey, 


Henry and Dawson 


veteran journalist. founded 
the manager, and asa young man he brought into exist 
ence that now The 


Daily Press.“ 


well-establishel journal, Eastern 
The Memorandum of Association, which is practically 
the charter of a limited company, empowered the Alliance, 
among other things, 
to seek, collect and obtain information respecting and generally 
to investigate the phenomena commenly known as psychical or 
as spiritualistic, including hypnotism, somnambulism, thought 
transference, second sight and all matters of a kindred 
nature, 
It also acquired power to aid students and inquirers 
into all or any of these matters, to employ persons to make 


investigations and obtain information regarding such sub 
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ject „бо hold meetings for investigating or diseu ing them 
ind to prepare und publi h. sell, lend or give away pampl 
let journals or newspaper dealing with the ibject 
iforesaid 

[t had done thi nd much other work of imile 
kind before it was given a k | corporate tatu l 
under the direction and with the aid of many earnest, and 
not infrequently distinguished, men and women it h 
since its inception aecomplished a va unount ol el 
ind educative work for which the world at large is con 
iderably the richer Propaganda was never primarily oi 
even at all an object of the Alliance [ts main idea wa 
to form a centre of spiritual and p ychical information and 
investigntion, and to unite those holding a similar fail 
ind. knowledge. 

It has always had its place and work, its membership 
forming a kind of middle class between the almost purely 


academic activities of the Society for Psychical Researel 


and the propagandist energies of the numerous Spiritualisti 


societies carried on in the Metropolis and at many othe 
the United Kingdom In its earlier d the 
No. \delphi, 


but afterwards removed to its present abode in St. Martin’s 


centres in 


Alliance occupied rooms at Duke-street 


lane 


investiga 


"Throughout its career it has carried o: 


tions, placed at the disposal of its Members and Associates 
n continually increasing library, including many rare 1 ooks, 
held meetings, social and educational, provided lectures by 


the best exponents of its subjects, and afforded informat 


ion 
and help to students and inquirers of all classes l'he law 
(of which we have heard so much of late) is repre ted 


to-day on its Council by a barrister and two solicitors (both 
serving with the colours), the Press (of which we have also 
And 
in its membership the Church, the Medical profession, the 


heard a great deal) by three professional journalists. 


Law, the 


Army and Navy, Literature, Art, th« 


Stage and 
Those 


familiar to persons having any intimate 


other professions are also well represented. facts 


are sufliciently 
acquaintance with the Alliance and its work, but it seems 
advisable just now to pay attention to them in view of the 
lack of diserimination shown in some recent indirect ttacks 
on the Spiritualistic movement. 

So much (or so little), then, of the present status and 
We are 


In the intervals of our 


past achievements of the Alliance. thinking less 
of the present than of the future. 


work 


strenuous and harassing, although not more so than 
that of many who are steering a way through this terrible 
passa of the world we dream of a time whe the 
Alliance and LrcnTr will be worthily established in 
in a central district of London. That ideal home will 
contain several apartments in which social gatherings, 


lectures, elasses and other activities 
There for 
Mediums and psychics of approved character and acknow 
ledged will be the 
and their vocation will be utilised 
for with 
tion. and 


may be carried 


on. 


will be accommodation guests and stranvers. 


and reliable gifts under protection 


саге of the Council anc 


the general benefit and wise direc 


The Alliance 


systematised, consolidated, and placed on à 


sympathy 


its work, in short, will be 


basis active 
without aggression, refined without artificial distinctions of 
caste, and dignified without arrogance or pedantry, 

That 
nail sketch. 


is our dream. Its description is a mere thumb 
But it is a dream which will yet in happier 
times have its fulfilment, albeit many of us may not behold 
it until we have passed hence. 


AT the Royal Society of British Artists on the evening of 
Thursday, the 18th inst., Miss Lind-af-Hageby discoursed 
eloquently on " The Hidden Psychology of Daily Life." A 
report will commence in our next issue. 


| 
| 
| 
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THE MEANING OF SPIRITUALISM. 


Ах OPEN LETTER то THE Lorp BisHOP ор WINCHESTER 

My Lorp,—On February 15th, 1916, the Lower House of 
the Convocation of Canterbury appointed a committee to 
consider " how the Church may best be prepared to meet the 
spiritual needs of sailors and soldiers of the King returning to 
their homes and civil oceupations when the present war is over, 
especially with respect to worship, publie and private." 

The suggestions offered are grouped under four heads : 


(a) The teaching work of the Church 
Teaching must deal with vita? religion, not be merely 


expository : 
b Cultivation of the '' difficult art of prayer. 
d (0 Christian Fellowship 


To combat the materialism of the age, 
То strengthen the feeling of brotherhood by getting 
into friendly touch, 
То show that religion is not " a parson's show 
(e) Publie Worship : 
Prayer Book Revision. 
(2) Prayer meetings for quiet and united prayer. 


Reference is made to the "fundamental principles" of th 
Apostolic Age :—= 
They continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship; in the breaking of bread and in the prayers. 
With real respect and sympathy I venture to suggest 
that these ideals and practices rested on principles still more 
fundamental; and that if we desire a return to those true and 
happy ideals and practices, we should recall the facts which 
were their well-spring. 
The spirit of mankind was then, as now, overshadowed by a 
dark materialism. Greek art and philosophy had degenerated 
into Neoplatonie vapouring and cold formality, The civilised 
world had fallen under the iron heel of a single State, of which 
the gladiatorial games of the Coliseum were the image and pre- 
nent, Roman civilisation was the visible and successful 
incarnation of the Desire of the eyes, the Lust of the flesh and 
the Pride of conquest. It had overawed and hypnotised the 
Nations, In the Rome of Augustus Cæsar there were the same 
immemorial quasi-Oriental fakes and frauds as in London 
\ day the parasites of spirituality which disgrace it in the 
— eyes of all men of sense. 
Into this world of dominant materialism, superstitious 


k and a venal proletariat, into a subject nation divided by 
Bligious strife into narrow, bigoted Pharisees, disbelieving 

E and time-serving Herodians, came the Son of Man 
=the express Image of the Father—a glory revealed on the 

le Je. К 

pu moral plane. He moved as a man with men. Не 


го imed that Gop is Spirit—not «© spirit (which'implies 
limitation and Time), but the Spirit who is the Lord and Giver 
of all Life soever. He manifested thé power of Spirit which is 
none other than Love. 
He conducted no services, He wrote no books, He compiled 
no ereed, He searcely ever used argument; above all, He took 
tio money ; but He healed souls and bodies. Не was the Light 
ot men. 
hen the powers of Materialism triumphed, or seemed to 
парі, His teaching was felt by the Pharisees to Бе sub- 
eor their narrow orthodoxy ; by the Sadducees to strik 
Toot of that negation of angel, spirit and after-life which 
pis then is the most convenient way of negativing the 
ms of morality, public and private. A common hatred 
ti d the plotters. The Mosaic Law was also the civil code, 
§ Quran is the civil code of Moslems to-day. They would 
Him, try Him on the charge of " constructive blas- 


Пу murdered on charges of “constructive treason”: 
the legal penalty of death by stoning was impossible to 
it in the state of public opinion, they would hand Him 
ће Roman power on а charge оѓ sedition and an 
nim to kingship, inferred again from their own dogma 
ue Messiah must be temporal King of the Jews. 


After the Crucifixion all seemed over, Death had swallowed 
the Hope, Continuity of life had not even the sanction of a 
clause in a creed, Then came the Victory. 

Can we even faintly imagine the tremendous revulsion of 
feeling? Не was seen, Not only seen but touched. It was 
Himself. The victory over the grave was shown by spirit 
return. He could appear and disappear at will. He lived in 
a realm where His enemies could not come, He walked with 
two to Emmaus and they marvelled at the Stranger's insight 

He broke the bread and was known. He was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve, then of more than five hundred brethren 
at once—then by the fiercest Pharisee of them all whose honest 
convictions were revolutionised by the stupendous fact. 

It was all true then! His teaching of righteousness* and 
goodwill as the seed of peace; He would really be with His 
people to the end of the age; He was yerily and indeed the 
ruler of the world, not by force but by indefectible spiritual 
law; He was verily and indeed the Resurrection and the Life. 

The facts were supported not by art and argument, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and power. There were prophesy- 
ings—not all true—there were tongues "—not all valuable— 
there were revelations—some of doubtful authenticity; above 
all, there was healing, There was irregular mediumship and 
Corinthian disorder, But the manifestations were real; and 
that common conviction of the power of Spirit, which is the 
power of Gop working in weak vessels; that common devotion 
to the Master who declared to His beloved disciple, " I am He 
that liveth and was dead; and behold! I am alive for ever- 
more and have the keys of Hell and of Death," produced that 
opening of the hears of teachers and taught to that operation 
of the Spirit—the unity of the Leclesia Docens and the Ecclesia 
Discens—which is spiritual one-ness. The Apostles’ fellowship 
and the Sacrament of Love followed as matters of course; 
likewise the heartfelt prayer to a Gop actively believed in and 
whose Fatherhood 18 felt. 

The conditions to-day are not altogether dissimilar 

In modern London, as in Augustan Rome, there are the 
same fakes and frauds; there are those who actually dare to 
traffic in prayer; there are charlatans and sham mystics who 
prey upon the tenderest feelings of the bereaved. One State 
has openly stated its intention to dominate the world. It has 
likened itself to Rome. It promises a succession of Punie wars. 
Its ideals are the same— Divide et Im ra— Honeste s possi sed 
guocunguo modo rem. It has lit the devastating flame of a world- 
war, meant to be the triumph of a “ culture” openly justifying 
all means to its own ends, and makes its own “ necessity” (ie. 
its own desires) to be the criterion of right and wrong. 

Still we, as a nation, are dominated by materialism. A 
learned counsel declares in open court, and is supported by a 
magistrate, that the idea of a lying spirit is ridiculous.” And 
the Church gives little guidance to distinguish between a true 
and a false mysticism 

We have with us to-day evidence, of a different kind but as 
intellectually cogent, as the Return of the Risen Christ; evi- 
dence which makes that Return—-of the first-born among many 
brethren—a believable Reality because it brings that historieal 
event into the domain of Law. His Name still rules the spirits 
who speak and write. It is still possible to sever between the 
good and the bad by the test given by the beloved disciple (St. 
John i., iv.). 

With the experimental proof of the reality of Spirit all falls 
into place—the relative insignificance of wealth — the beauty 
of the simple life—the transitoriness of dominion—the reality 
of spiritual power—the causes of sorrow and the supremacy of 
righteousness—the message of the Bible and the Eternal 
Kingship which rules a free world by Consequence and Law— 
all are in agreement and all prepare the world for that temper 
of harmony between diverse minds which is the genuine good- 
will among men whose fruit is the Kingdom of Gop. 

This is the root of the matter; and if the National 
Mission would fain reproduce the temper of the early 
Church, its leaders must set in motion the same causes ; 
must hold up the acute distinction between the mysticism which 
purities and that which degrades; must speak boldly on the 
continuity of life in no theatrical Heaven of harps and crowns, 


q 


and power of which these are the symbols 
n no materialised Hell, but in the mental and psychie condi 
tions which souls have made for themselves. The ntrast in 
the after-life is between the calm of bein mscious channe 


for the working of Eternal Power and in Whom we live 


and move and have our being, and the darkness of selt-will 


whose undying fire and gnawing worm is to have with us that 


self with us undenied, and the clash of rival selfishness to 
which that « lition gives rise 
Your Lordship could these things nvincingly to many 


that my words would never reacl It is my excuse r this 


letfe 


Your Lordship's most humble servant, 


V. С. DESERTIS 


A VOICE FROM THE 


M.A. (OXON on His Day ann Ovrs, 


THE DIRECTING AGENCY 


There is indication now, however, that the place of the 


cultured and trained mind in the development of the move- 


ment is being shown. If it be enthusiasm and zeal, which does 


not stop to reason, that sets such movements as Christianity 


and Modern Spiritualism in action, it is discriminating an 
calm judgment that shapes their ends and directs the force that 
} 


enthusiasm has liberated. It is 
A the most real dangers 


ont 
If it become a fashionable toy, its end 


if it refuse the aid 


self-confessed as unable 


Between these, tw 


appropriate, “to be ia the world 


removed from the world, but kept 


It is a source of consolation to re t that aders of 
ilis movement are wiser than we, and that they occupy a I 
Of development and a vantage ground of observat wl 
Шеу can see through the ‹ f strife and mark the progress 
баё the future brings. But we have t ir pé n subor 


an, and it is in this co-operation that we find 
Sonfronted with a difficulty, and that we are forced to present 
10-8 superficial observer a picture of dis n when we ar 
really striving for peace Except on the veriest exter plane, 
anything like real association in spiritus r ilt 
Of attainment. And this f vious reasons. We are all of 
Us Ой differerit planes of progression—spirits gaining 

experience in the great s of incarnate life, and each learn- 
ing our lessons wit ferent measure of s ess ssibly 
too, starting the s wit! ferent grees of ant ent 


experience At any rat Е tual progress y w t fir 
ving Anes act k S za 
s i But 
E I 
м 
байлу п t w 


are concerned. Rut the | g 


imsasted a lama 1 _ 
draw It those poi 1 g 
cultivating that sparitua гт 


q even | ily nd deat l'hes vere not t 
take an active art evolutionary work I 

are forced into activity the movenx ne boon t b 
which, if granted and perpetually borne in mind, its futur 


progress will be largely helped 
It is that minor points of difference be consciously kept out 


f view while we stand shoulder to shoulder in defence of the 
truth we hold in commo: l'he time will nev« me when w« 
sha il agree n everythir I hope at that pal a 

niformity, that dead level of commonplace, whi anything 

rous life would per of inanition, never come 


rate, I don't expect, any more than Í w int, to 
But I do hope to see more of what I may call menta 


tive among Spintu 


point w 


truth is evolved by с t with piritu 
truths, ot yw the in 
world by c > foes of progress, how important tha 


inst them instead of wasting 


force in fruitless contention about trifles amongst 


we should direct our weapons a 


ourselves 


I do not want uniformity ; but I want unity in multiformity 

I want a little self-sacrifice of pet notions, even though they 

е ever so dear to our n dren of r t 
i xed on сє trut 
yt ) it D t 


laily Hí t y as E t 
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I see, It : ssary itis that this great s Ñ 
з, as I ve t tos is а t i 
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| ав zealously carried ont as du 
| fon with regard to organisati 
| we Have put in practice here a т 


and worries that beset the cause 
ош own folly ; and a considerab! 
бош misdirected zeal. 
ш public effort, for the very plain r 
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һу а judicious choice of opportunity, aud that to press un- 
weleome change on unwilling minds is one ready method oí 
making it impossible, And we that 
tempered with discretion. 

We have quite enough to do to look after the points 
on which we are agreed without emphasising those on 
whieh we claim liberty of opinion. And we may, surely, unite 
on the central facts, and devote our chiefest energy to their 
elucidation. 

I have said that I regard that providential system to whict 
the incongruous name of Spiritualism has been given, a 
cerned with all the great problems that this age. 
Divinely ordered and spiritually guided, it is nothing short of 
an effort to wipe out some results of human ignorance and 
folly, and to replace them with advanced knowledge so applied 
as to ameliorate the condition of man in all the various rela- 
tions of his earthly life. It is therefore impossible for me, 
holding this belief, to impose any barriers on the action of this 
great movement. It deals with all that influences humanity, 
and I cannot measure the action of Spiritualism in any of the 
great efforts that I see around me for the benefit of mankind. The 
world of cause is hidden from my gaze 
effects, 

But I entertain no doubt that from that world emanate 
the motive springs of much that I see in operation around me, 
and I have no doubt, too, that disorderly human effort combines 
frequently with antagonistic spiritual assault to thwart the 
beneficent work of progress. It is extremely desirable that, 
asco-workers with these ministering spirits, we should labour 
with discretion as well as with zeal. It is even to be desired 
that we should supply a knowledge of our human life, its possi- 
bilities, capacities, and conditions, which spirits far removed 
from the earth plane do not possess. And to 
surely most undesirable that the movement should present to 
Observer a picture of undisciplined and incoherent st 
one enthusiast contending with another for some point 
may, or may not, be true in fact, but which, at any 
obscures the broad principle on which we o: 
us look to our foundations, and let us leave a 
while we look clearly after essentials. 

UNiTY IN MULTIFORMITY 
Ко estimate of the position and outl 
would be in any way ерке withe 
an opinion on the methods by whi 
cause that we have at heart 
In some sense the simplest and pl 
leaving it in wiser hands than our o 


would urge zeal be 


con- 
arise in 


2, and here I see only the 


this end it 


of Sp 


pn 


And t 


less known and less important 
"This is one of the standing reasons 


Pe Ih 


h 
| 


Є 


NC 


ы росу of isolation > 


defence of their common 
answer I should give to 


that organisation, on the 


would be an unmixed ble 


great and beneficent result: 
the chance i inquirer the convi 


It could nev 


circle never even presume 


саг faith. But as a defensire 


ar, too, under unri 


almost a necessity. 


d also that the 


The prev 
I appeal as strongly as Lean to 
Sink their differences and t 


ghteous 


Ex the course of a correspondence in t 
out of an article by 
Mr. J. W. Poynter 
that Monsignor R. Н. Benson, Mr. Ra 
Students of the subject held that Sp 
Бе dismissed as all fiction or humbag, that Cat 
: e the large body of facts that are seemin pabl 
y bat a supernatural explanati on, and should then s 

n which would reconcile 


"Admitting that many things in Raymond ^ 
and even silly, Mr. Poynter points out that even 
yy present life many things are done whic 
to those who do not know the purposes actuating 
witlessness of some medintmistic 
come from difficulties of transmission. 


the Rev. 
reminds t 


them w the ( 


CREEDS, CHARACTER, 


SPIRITUAL 


AND 
LIFE. 


THE 


A REPLY TO " METAPSYCHISM AND RELIGION," 
By Guy Heatoy, М.А. (Охох.) 
There are few writers on psychic subjects who interest 
me more than Mr. J. Arthur Hill. Anyone who knows any- 


thing of hi 
that may be 


life and pers 


ality, Í think, may feel 
almost more 


than friendly. He! 


partiality and det 


an mterest 


also à power 


of logical grip and a 


achment that are 


probably possess 


ed by ver 


This being so, and being larg in agreement with his 
points of view as expressed in ! letter 125 of 
Ілонт (1916), I may perhaps be allowed a few lines of friendly 
criticism. 


As regards creeds” of sort 
that these 


long time thought 
are in themselve 


Inter- 
esting, no doubt, to those v ) consider 
them, if only of adernic ; but 
the last w f the t matters 


us recluse, 
one falls into an equal 


he himselí had be an exception to his own precept 


s " Defence of 


Like Arthur Balfour, who, as he stated in 1 


Philosophie Doubt * theological opinions " 
I confess that I do the same: but these, like the matter of the 
Church or sect I belor ‚аге “neith re nor there Iam 


not now writing a th« al essay 


Mr. Hill has, I know, had some very unfortunate experi- 


ences of the private morality of many outwardly “religious 
orthodox persons 
Well, I fear I must say the same of my 
life than his own, and those experiences have been botl 


" And yet 


in a longer 
bitter 


апа many and yet to use 


Mr. Hill's own ve 


with the same b 


° punctuation), I don’t tar the lot 


expres 
h. For re 


found, in a pretty wide experience of life, by far the greatest 


„I have 


genuine, selfie 


amount among the adherents of some one or other form of 


" organised religion." д 
teally I have no opinion whatever as to ie form contains 
the highest proportional amount of this virtue. Personally 


I do not think that any preference is due to any one or other. 


A GENERATION AGO. 
(From “Ілант” or JANUARY 29TH, 1887.) 


Tun Sprarrvat INSIGHT OF A FRENCH Screntist.—M 
Chevreul, the distinguished scientist, has attained the age of 
a hundred years, and must, if all accounts be true, belong to 
a high type of intellectual and spiritual development. 

Snch a point of evolution does not necessarily imply possession 


"cl 


of any external manifestations of p al power, which, on 


the other 


incongruously, in persons of a low type of intellectual develop- 


band, too frequent display themselves, rather 
are characterised by folly, grotesqueness, and 
M. Chevreul is 


produced Sii 


ment, when they 
а dangerous tendency to deception 


enthusiastic about the nation which Isaac 
Newton, he heard with real grief that its chief bard ‘Tennyson 
has plunged into the depths of pessimism 
Пе asks, “be a pessimist when he comes to realise that all force 
Matter is its 


vehicle of expression, and nothing more, and it is every day 


Ho can anyone,” 
is spirit, and that spirit overrules everything? 
becoming a more and more willing and effective agent." A 


could not be 


The last words exhibit an unusual insight into the 


more philosophical and enlightened sentence 
uttered. 
secret workings of Nature, and declare a fact which can only 
be patent to a spiritual mind 


"TRIAL" SUBSCRIPTION, 


"LIGHT" 


As an inducement to new and casual readers to beconte 


subscribers, Lian will be sent for thirteen weeks, post free, 


ted that regular 


for 2s. 6d., as a trial subscription. It i 


readers who have friends to whom they would like to introduce 
the paper should avail themselves of this offer, 
the Manager of Ілонт at this office the names and addresses 
of such friends, upon receipt of which, together with the 
requisite postal order, he will be pleased to send Licur to them 


and forward to 


hy post as statod above, 


To Containvtons.—Owing to the difficulties and delays 
now attendant on newspaper production, it has become im- 
perative that Liam. should be sent to press a day earlier than 
before. This and the severe pressure on our space just now 
make it necessary to ask for the indulgence of our friends 
whose contributions have to be held over or rejected even when 
they are suitable for our columns, 


SIDELIGHTS. 


la jece of silliness in connection with 
bers t by a correspondent of th« St 
that the Kaiser's r is the “number of the Beast 
cause he was 666 mo 1 when the war began It is m 


more probable that “six hundred three score 


Revelation referr ‚аз being the numeric 


the letters in in interpretation to whi 
Star " refers 

In its " Mainly About People " 
bserved: “In the remote days when people took an inter 
in party politics, and by-elections meant the descent 


column, the “ Star " recent 


of outsiders upon the constituencies, there were few figures 
more familiar to the electioneerer than that of Mr. W. Copeland 
Trimble, the Irish J.P., who testified to his belief in Madame 
Brockway, the American ‘psychic.’ Mr. Trimble, ever a pug. 
nacious supporter of the Tory view of Irish politics, had friends 
in both camps, and many people up and down the count 
deeply sympathise with him in the bereavement whicl 
him into Spiritualism 


In a letter in the Roman Catholic organ, " The Universe, 
for the 5th inst., a correspondent signing himself Enquirer 
alludes to the interest aroused among non-Catholics by Sir 
Oliver Lodge's latest book. He says that he is not aware that 
the Catholic Church has ever dealt authoritatively with the 
subject of Spiritism, and adds: “I should be interested t 
know whether there are any hypotheses open to Catholics— 
other than those I have indicated (telepathy, the “ subliminary 
of the medium, and the agency of evil spirits 
—to explain the results obtained by Spiritists. Taki 
consideration the high character and disinterested motives of 
the more notable investigators in this field of research, it is ditt- 
cult to believe that they are the subjects of deception by 
demoniac influences, and as I have said, neither telepathy nor 
the subliminal consciousness’ would appear to account satis- 
factorily for some at any rate of the remarkable sults 
achieved.” 


consciousness ” 


g mto 


LADY 


VANE'S GHOST STORY. 


The recent death of Lady Vane, widow of Sir Henry Vane 


Bart., reminds thè “ Star” of certain strange experiences which 
she used to narrate as having occurred at their home at Hutton 
heard in the 


in the Forest, Cumberland. Ghostly sounds wer 


walls, as though somebody were trying to get up a chimney, 


and kept falling down again. Becoming irritated and worn out 


er 


by the noise, Lady Vane determined in her husband's al 


to ascertain the cause 


so one day she had the wall open: À 
lofty closet was discovered, narrowing into a funnel at the top, 
where it opened by a small hole in the roof. In the cavity were 
the cover of a Bible bearing a date, a broken water-bottle, an 
human bones. The latter were gathered up and placed in 


box, which was put in Sir Henry's room to await his return 


He arrived very tired, so Lady Vane decided to say nothing 
about the matter until next day. He went to his room to rest, 


and after some time there was a fearful noise. Running ir 
Lady Vane found her husband in a state of great trepidation 
he had seen, he said, the apparition of a woman in a corner] 


where the box was resting. Lady Vane told him what she 


had done, and through the date on the Bible cover they f und 
from the family archives that a woman had been walled up in 
the closet. Sir Henry and his wife themselves buried the bones 


in the churchyard, and the noise was heard no more. 


Ovn discoveries in the domain of the occult sciences am 
very imperfeet, because they are made merely at the portal of 
our senses, but little as we know of them, they are of the mon 
value because those studies have reference to Divine things.— 
ARISTOTLE 


Tug Psvenuic TELEGRAPH.—In reference to the article or 
this subject by Miss Estelle Stead in our last issue, Mr. David 
Wilson writes 
has chosen a card ont of the whole pack—a new one which] 
had been well shuffled and laid face downwards on the table 
while І was out of the room. It also picked the right cam 
ont of twenty-five others, the whole having been well shuffled 
The time occupied in, the first experiment was a minute and 
a-half, and in the second one thirty seconds." 


The machine in the presence of two peopl 


| 


